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INTRODUCTION

Firstly, a Happy New Year and best wishes for 2002, Perhaps that elusive information on one of our
ancestors (and we all have at least one) will be found. Tam waiting for the 1901 Census returns 1o be
madc available to check a number of earlier census returns (o see if the later entry is any dilferent from
previous recards relative to places of birth. T have at least two in this category and either, they were not
born where they said they were or, the birth was never registered.

1 suppose the major genealogical event of 2002 will be the 1901 Census, which should be available on
the first working day of 2002. The returns, some 32 million names in total, have been digitised [rom
microfilm and will be available via the Internet Users will be able to access the index for free but will
have to pay to see the entries in detail, either by credit card (minimum charge £5) or by buying £5, £10
or £50 vouchers. In addition to searches by surname, it will be possible to search by occupation, place
of birth or PRO reference number. Tt will cost 75 pence (o view a page of the enumerator’s retusm, or a
transcription of the census can be viewed at a cost of 50 pence per person listed.

I’m not sure what arrangements are being made regarding charges from overseas which, 1 presume will
vary from country to country. I would therefore suggest that overseas members of our group contact

the PRO website — Www.census. pro.gov.uk for the latest information,

For those people without computers or who do not wish to pay what could be a considerable sum for
detailed investigations, it is the intention that Microfiche copies of the Census will be made availabie at
the PRO Kew and all County Record Offices. In Cheshire, access to the microfiche version at the
Record Office and major libraries within the county will remain free. This extract will cover the
county of Cheshire including Halton and Warringtor. Whether other counties also intend to have fee
access to the microfiche of their particular county, I know not. I suspect that they will, but a telephone
call may be advisable before you visit.

As well as the 1901 Census, the PRO is planning to have the 1891 and 1881 Censuses digitised and
accessible via the internet within 12 months.

One of our new members, Richard Sillitto, has kindly forwarded to me, for use of members, Plant
entries in various Staffordshire parish registers as transcribed by the Birmingham and Midlands Society
for Genealogy and Heraldry  The extracts cover the following.

Alstonefield, St Peter

Bap. 1538 — 1626 1638 - 1603 1674 - 1812

Mar. 1542 - 1812

Bur. 1538 — 1625 1638 - 1812

Bradley in the Moors, 8t Leonard

Bap. + Mar. + Bur, 1674 — 1812

Croxden

No references to Plant 1674 — 1812

Kingsley, St Werburgh

Bap. +Bur. 1561 — 1795
Mar, 1561 — 1754

Polesworth, St Editha
Ban. 1779 — 1837

Mar.  1754- 1837
Bap. 17701837
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1f anvbody would like me to check these records please contact me.

Mavis and I had a wonderful time in Australia and T am sorry we didn’t have time Lo contact any of our
Australian members. T took with us a list of addresses of all Australian members but our itinerary was
such that we didn’t have any opporiunily for local visits. The only time that we were not on the move
was the last eight days at Port Douglas, Queensiand. (Incidentally Bill Clintonr was on holiday in Port
Douglas on 11 September when the twin towers were attacked.) We did however, despite a very tight
schedule, manage a helicopter trip to the Great Barrier Reef and a ride in 2 Hot Air Balloon near
Cairns.  Part of the trip was a 3-day train journey between Brnsbane and Cairns, which made us
appreciate the size of the country, As we passed through Townsville T began to appreciate how
difficult it must have been for Edmund Plant, passing through this area in the second half of the 19
Century on hiz way to and from Charters Towers where he had lots of interests in the gold mining
industries {see Journal 4 p 13 to 31). Mavis did some gold panning &t the Mojo minc in New South
Wales. Not successful though - that’s why I'm still here prepariag this journal.

Whilst in Australia 1 got to thinking — who was the first Plant to settle in Australia and when? Has
anyboedy any idea how we can find this out? I have a CD ROM purchased from The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Dday Saints entitled Australian Vital Records Index 1788-1905 covering Victoria, New
South Wales and Western Australia. The earliest reference on this list is 1810 when George Plant
married Mary Kell in NSW, Was this the earliest? When did George arrive in Ausiralia? Etc. etc.
There may have been Plants in Australia before then. Anybody with any ideas what records we can
look at and, does anybody know anything about the said George Plant?

Included as a supplement to this journal is g list of Plant references extracted from the 1881 Census for
Middlesex. There are a total of 230 references of which 85 werc born outside Middlesex, obviously
drawn to the *big city’ for work. The majority of these newcomers were from gounties near London
but there were some from Suffoli and some from further afield, the Midlands and Cheshire.

Coming now to the DNA project. Dr John Plant has included a piece in the Journal outlining progress
to date. What we would like are 2 few more male volunteers. So far we have lines representing NE,
Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Northants/Lancashire, Cheadle Staffs, USA Virginia and South Cheshire.
It would be nice to have additional volunteers whose forebears were outside these areas, plus anybody
with the name of Plantagenet or Plante {French Canadian line). Would anybody interested please
contact Dr John Plant, (Member No. 52) e-mail address j.S.planti@isc.keele.ac.uk for more
information. This is quite an exciting project - all in confidence — and we don’t know what we might
find.

Just one final thing. Ireceived the following request from Jan Cox in Australia (not yet 2 member) and
T promised I would include it in the nexi journal

Jan Cox sunrec@ozemail.com.an

“T know this isn’t much information but I am hoping you can help me.

All 1 have at the moment is Thomas Plant married Sylvia 1790 and had about seven children,
one being Ruth, born 1801 in Halesowen, Worcester, She married a William Trueman in
18217,

i any member can thrown any light on this family please contact Jan direct. What about you South
Staffs Brigade? You must have something.

Finally, once again thank you to all members who have forwarded information on the Planis’ to me -
keep them coming.

15



NEW MEMBERS
No 181 Jack Plant Cottingham Fast Yorkshire

Fack has stated that his 15 only a beginner to genealogy, However he has traced his family back to 1812
not bad for a beginner,

His wreat Grandfather, John Plant, was born in 1812, He was a blacksmith in Harthill, South Yorkshire
and married a Mary Wilks of Woodall. They had four sons, James, Samuel, John and George, at least
three of which were also blacksmiths.

John born 1842 {Jack’s grandfather} married Eliza Staniland and had a son, Arthur, born 1870, Eliza
died in 1886 and John employed 2 housekeeper, Mrs Charlotte Smith, who bore him a son, John Henry,
{Jack’s father) in 1894, John, (Jack’s grandfather) was a blacksmith in Barlborough, N.E. Derbyshire
for most of his life and died in 1919,

Neo, 187 Dr Ruth Young Bury Lancashire

In July of this vear I received an e-mail from Ruth asking for more information on the Plant Group.
Her main interest was Staffordshire, particniarly John James Plant who was bom c1836 in Standeford,
living later in Newcastle-under-Lyne and practising as a solicitor/atiorney.

John James Plant was Ruth’s great great grandfather and, according to the 1881 census, he was &
saddler. He had a brother, W. H. Planf, who was in the Indian Acmy and serving in East Bengal in
1879, confirmed by a photocard still in the family-and posted in that year.

John James Plant marvied his first wife, Eliza Sali, at Keele in 1860. Eliza subsequently died and john
James re-married Emily Corley in Towcester, Northants in 1869, Emily died in 1882 in Wellington,
Shropshire after having four children.

John Lawrence Plant (Ruth’s Great Grandfather) born 1871 Northampton.
William Plant born 1874 Wellington, Shropshire.

Harriet Ann Plant born 1876 in Shropshire, d. 1888 Dawley, Shropshire.
Arthur Plant born 1879 in Dawley, Shropshire d. 1917,

John Lawrence Plant was training to be a Catholic priest but left to marry a Louisa Perry who
originated from Lawley Bank, Shropshire. He later became an actor and theatre manager'. Their son,
{Ruth's Grandfather) another John James Plant, was born in Rochdale 1879 and died in Birmingham in
1960,

So armed with this information, I did some digging in the records and found:

1 A WH, Plant possibly from Newcastle, enrolled on 14 November 1864 in 32 Foot 3™
Stafford Regiment. Regimental No. was 3680 — 1 wonder if he was the W.H. Plant who was
serving in Hast Bengal in 1879,

2. By looking al the P.O. Commercial Direclory of 1860 for Stalfordshire and Birmingham, |
found the following:

John James Plant -- Saddler and Harness maker 75 Tron Market, Newcastle-under-Lyne.
John Plant — Commergial agent, London Road, Newcastle-under-Lyne

Obviously ‘Ruth’s” john James must have moved to Northampton between 1860 and 71, probably
1869 when he married Emily Corby and then moving to Shropshire,

1 ‘This has got mc thinking. Somatims in my distant past somchody told mc shoul 4 Plant who was the manager of the Savoy Theatrs, Tamedonl
Thiere war whse sore connection with Mexico. Unfortunately ¥ camot vecall anything else and 1 do pot appear to have written anyiling down.

Wies theny ome ard the saroe? Perbans we shall mever ko,



There is one fintal thing — 1 included In fournal 21 a copy of & marriage certificate forwarded to me by
Linda Lowrey (Member No. 1) who had ordered the wrong certificate and thought that maybe another
member may have a connection. I hadn't realised it. until contacted by Ruth, but this certificate was
the marriage ot her grandparents .- spooky or whai!

The last thing ) heard was that Ruth was going to visit Newcastle to see if lron Market and London
Road still exist.

No. 188 Jeen Ruft Minnosola USA

After finding the Plant web site Jean contacted Dr John Plant relative to the French Canadian name of
Plante. Subsequently 1 forwarded details to Jeen, relative to 2 book by Remi Plante entitled “The Plante
Family — The Story of Ten Generations Since 1650, Remi Plant was a prominent genealogist in
Ottawa having carried out extensive research into the origins of the Plante family that emigrated from
France to Quebec around 1643,

The information relative to this publication by Remi Plant had been forwarded to me by a Bruce
Taylor, Ontario who confirmed that Remi Plante’s book was now out of print. He did however have a
copy and was quite willing to share the information in the book with interested members of the Plant
Family History Group.

Subsequently Jeen purchased a copy of ancther book by Bruce Taylor entitled “The Plant family of
Renfrew” and has promised to include an article on our French Canadian cousins in one of the
forthcoming Journals.

For the record, Jeen’s research beging with Nicholas Plante, born 1587 in DeLaleu, Larochelle, Aunis,
France who was married o Hlizabeth Chauvin Jouinne in 1620, They had three children and Jeen’s
family is descended from their son, Jean Plante, born ¢1621 in France and who married Francoise
Marie Boucher in 1650 in Quebec. The line moved from Canada and settled in Minnesata at the end of
the 19" century.

No 189 Nanette Pafumi Arnex-sur-Orbe Switzerland

in August of this year I received an e-mail from Nanette who had come across the Plant Web Site
whilst ‘browsing the net’, What was interesting, however, was her comments that she thought we were
related and, yes we are — her grandmother and my grandfather were sister and brother, So T suppose

that makes us second cousins  She was on my family tree — just a name. We have never met. There
was then an exchange of information, photographs etc,

Now that Nanetie is a member of the Group, it brings my great grandads representation in the group lo
a total of five — my brother, Brian Plant {(member no. 71}, my cousin, Catherine Sproston {member no.
32), my second cousin, Stella Robson (member no. 47) and now Nanette — all of us descended from
William Plant and Eliza Hamnet who married November 1872 at Manchester Cathedral and lived in
Northwich and Sale, in Cheshire,

No., 190 Richard Sillitto Alberta Canada

Via a torturous route, including Kathy Compagno {member No. 121), 1 received an e-mail from
Richard requesting information on Plants, Tomkinson’s and Clulows in Staffordshire.

As one of our members, Aloa Dereta (member No. 162) has both Plants and Clulow forebears, Richard
joined the group in August

His main interest is Leek in Stalfordshire, pre 1770, particularly,
Joseph Plant and Hannah Tomkinson m Leek 30 December 1742
Their davghter, Jane who mamed James Clulow on 27 December 1761 at T.eek,

Jane b c1741 —bapt., 4 May 1746 Leck, died 27 April 1818 at Leek age 77.



Na 191 Mrs Frances Reeve Derby

On our return from Australia in November | found a letter from Frances Reeve asking if she could join
the Group. Her grandmother was Hannah Plant, born 1872 in Cheadle, Stafls, the daughter of saac
Plant and Elizabeth Johnson.

She had learnt of our group from Farl Davis (member No. 177) as both had researched their familics
back to John Plant 1749, What really did interest me was when she informed me that she had a
photograph of Hannah Plant (her grandmother) taken with her two sisters, Elizabeth and Clorinder.
The unusual name of Clorinder immediately lead me to another member, Denise Weston (member No.
80) who, some time ago, forwarded to me detailed information on this family who were forebears of
her husband. In fact Journal No. 10 included extensive details including photographs of other members
of the family.

Taking my advice, Frances contacted Denise and has just received from Demise a large bundle of
information. As a result of contacting each other, a number of gaps in their family tree have been filled
in.

The photograph of Elizabeth, Clorinda and Hannzh will be included in the next issue of the journal.

One of the main purposes of the journal is to put members in touch with each other and it is nice to
know that occasionally this does work.

No. 192 Mr Dennis Booth Nantwich Cheshire
Dennis’s main interest in the Plant name is 18™ + 16® ¢ Cheshire/North Staffs border. At the time of

going to press [ am awaiting further information from Dennis which hopefully will be included in the
next issue.
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MEMBERS LETTERS

Hrom Fav Bielewicr Member No. 174

Dear Keith

I thought you and the other PLANT's might be interested in the following which [ have extracted from
a report by Samuel Scriven, Esq., on the employment of children and young persons in the district of
Staffordshire Potteries. Tr is part of the Commission set up in 1840 by the House of Commons to
enquire inte the state of children employed in the mines and manufacturing.

The first report in 1842 dealt with coalmines, the second in 1843 with manufacturing, including the
Paottenies of Staffordshire.

Charles PLANTY {aged 13} employed by Messrs. Hamilton & Moore’s China factory, Longton.

“I wag 13 last Christmas. I am employed making figures for Messrs. Hamilton & Moore: have only
worked two months. Went to day-school six or seven vears; I can read and write; 1 go to Sunday
school. My father was a master collier. [ have four brothers and two sisters, all of them can read and
write”,

Scriven commented; “A small compact factory well conducted; good rooms; open airy, well
ventilated”’

James PLANT (aged 10) employed at Messrs. Allerton, Brough & Green's China, Lustre &
Earthenware Factories, Longton.

“I turn jigeer for Thomas Plant, my father; I have only worked since last Martlemas; went to school
before; I can read and write; I go to Sunday school; 1 get three shillings a week turning jiggers”™.

Scriven commentts: “Five small factories, rooms small, low and dinty™,
George PLANT (aged 13), employed at the Delph House Colliery; examinad 20 March 1842

“T am a drawer of corves for John Lowndes the buttie. 1 have been to work six vears; went {0 school
before } came to work; at day scheol, now go to Sunday-school at Bethel Chapel; T always attend the
chapel worship, T can read (well) and can write a little. My work has always agreed with me; 1 have
never had more that a forinight’s illness in my life, then T canght a cold above ground: | strip below
ground, and pul on a donkey (a waistcoat with sleeves) and wear a pair of byats over my shoulders,
am not obliged to stoop much in the mainway, if is three or four feet high. T give my head a bit of a
knock somefimes, or scraich my back, but not enough to hurt me much. Inever had any accident; was
never beaten by the men or butties: if [ neglect my work my wages would not be so good; 1 am nat
punished in any other way. 1 am tired when T get home at night, but have never found the work too
much for me; I have never known other boys complain of it; sometimes we meet together 1o eat our
dinners in the pit in a dry place. We are pretty hearty and eat our meals with a good appetite; we are all
happy enough. T do not get much play, am too tired for that and 1 am a bit too old for that. 1 would
rather be a collier than anything else that [ know of — that is, as [ am to work™.

From Linda Waponet — Member No. 182 1o Kalhﬁ Compagno — Member No 121}
Hi Kathy
Thank for your messages! T love getting good mail!

The Plants you inention are too new to the US to be my family. T was able to trace the family back
through various sources (which T am 99% sure are accurate) but maostly through a book called “The
Life of Henry Bradley Plant”, Although published in 1898, I pul a message out on the internet and was
able to locate and purchase a copy. T'm not directly related to Henry but there is a great family tree as
well as & great deal of early family history. 1 went up to the library in Branford, 't have acquired
records for the national archives, as well as a lot ol input from family and the internet. There is a great
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deal of information in Branford as there still are Plants there. T also went to Tampa Bay Hotel while in
Florida two vears ago and learned a great deal about Henry Plant who is credited for the development
of Flerida through his ratlroad company and then building the Tampa Bay Hotel and allowing Teddy
Roosevell 1o set up camp there  The hotel is now used as college administrative offices but a small
pottion has been kept 45 & museun. T'he architecture is incredible.

After “stumbling” upon the Plant Famity Group in England, 1 thought T might find out more about the
John Plant who arrived here in the 1600°s. So far no luck but who knows, 1 never expected to learn a5
much as | have, every little bit is exciting. Thanks for your message! Linda,

WEP noie: I have asked Linda to write an article on Henry Bradley Plant for one of the
Jorthcoming journals.

From Kathy Compagno (South Staffs Bngade)
Subject ~ Black Hole in the Black Country

We have an intriguing development to report to you ail, concerning records of our Plants in
Worcs/South Staffs areq;

Derian discovered a website whilst trolling the web for background history of the area,

St Thomas Dudly Monumental Inscriptions, and St. John Halesowen parish registers
http://www.platt-grigp.accessgenealogy.com/custom4.html

the site has extracted records from Halesowen parish over a limited time period from 1717; 1 don’t
remember the precise dates; it includes two listings for the PLANT surname,

JOHN PLANT bap 13 Jan 1722, son of John and Margaret Plant of Cradley:
MARY PLANT bap 28 Feb 1724 dtr. Of Joseph and Esther Plant of Cradley.

NEITHER OF THESE RECORDS ARE IN THE IG1: Both are brand new to our records {the our
refers to those amassed by Shirley Hughes, Dorian Greenbaum and myself), and they appear to
pessibly suggest a link between the Kinver branch and those of John/Margt at Old Swinford.

I went to check Phillimore’s atlas of parishes and it states that Halesowen is completed extracted in the
IGT; but this is not tnie. 1 have also checked some of the other entries extracted on the Platt/Grigg site
and they are also not on the 1GL; and then yesterday I received a letter from a SIVITER comespondent
who now lives in Shropshire. During the early 1700°s three generations of his family were at
Halesowen and documented in the parish registers but they ARE NOT IN THE iGT,

50 HOW MANY OTHER PLANTS COULD THERE BE HIDING IN THE HALESOWEN PARISH
REGISTERS? Especially sarlier.

I have no idea concerning the extent of the gaps covered, nor do I know if they are cousscutive or if
there are separate pockets; so [ rushed to order the Halesowen parish register films at my local family
history centre and now they have CLOSED DOWN until Easter for remodelling; so 1 will not be able
le check the registers for several months.

I got o wondering, if any of you other Plant researchers have already read the Halesowen records? Or
does anyone have easy access to them to check from 1675 to 1725 for any Plants? Those are crucial
years in trying to link cur various branches of ancestral mysteries in quest of what we hope to call the
unified Plant theory.

T look forward to hearing from each of you, in the meantime, happy holidays: may the New Year bring
you all peace, happiness and health to enjoy it; and maybe cur hidden Plant ancestors.

Below you will find a few more web sites that Dorian found: and her first excited report of the two
early Plants; enjoy!!

Take care, Kathy.

L)



http:/fwww.cradlevlinks.com/home himli

. West Bromwich All Saints marmages 1821-1837:

http:/fwww.familyties6 homestead.com/index. htm!

Katliy is going to be thrilled — check out Jan 1834 marriages! (also Sep 1826, Mar 1835, Jul 1836 for
more goodies),

2. 8t Thomas Dudley Monumental Tnscriptions and St John Halesowen parish registers;

hitp://www.platt-grigg.accessgenealogy.com/custom4. html

I only looked at St Thomas last night — found my Charles Paskins who married Hannsh Plant,

This morning the edil-find key seems 1o be working in the Halesowen iranscriptions — T think there are
only the years 1717-1724, 1722-Jan 13 John son of John/Marg Plant of Cradley baptised.

1724 — Feb 28 Mary dau of Joseph/Esther Plant of Cradiey baptised,

Can’t wait to hear what you think

Love Dorian {member No. 179)

WEKFP notfe — Be careful with the IGI — there are Iramscription ervors and omissions. They are very
helpful but one showld check the informaiion againsi originals,
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PLANT WEB SITE REPORT
From Dr John Blant — Member No 532

For those wishing to pass on the web address to others, there is now a slightly shorter version of it

Http://www.keele.ac.ulk/depts/ce/helpdesk/plants

The main new additicn to the Plant web site in recent months 15 an account of our DNA Testing
programme for Plant and similar names, This is, more specifically, on the Web page:

http://www.keele.ac. uk/depts/cc/helpdesk/TestDir/plants/dna.himl

The number of accesses to the Plant web site pages has continued to increase reaching a record 2350
for July and remaining high at 2299, 1581, and 1955 for the months up to October 2001 {the latest
information that T have at the time of writing}. It is encouraging also that many of the accesses are for
such detailed pages as the “List of Journal Articles” and “Some sample Journal Articles”, suggesting
that people are reading the information on the weh papes in depth,

It normally takes some time before Web Secarch Engines can find web pages simply by the user
searching for a string of words such as “Plant Family History Group”. However, our web pages are
now beginning to become known to an increasing number of these Search Engines, including those
known as Google, Overture, Espotting, Lycos Hot Bot, Alltheweb.com, and MSN. The Searching
simply for “plant” gives an almost endless list of horticulture and plant-equipment web sites but, cur
web site appears at {(or near) the top of the list of found matches if the word strung for the search is
extended to something like “Plant Surname™ or Plant genealogy”. Hopefully this will increasingly help
more web surfers to discover and fake advaniage of our Plant Family History Group.

SFSFASANTAFPAP PR BAAPFAP AP ER T RAIPENSARNARRAPR IR ETE R

DNA-TESTING PROJECT REPORT - Dr John S Plant

Y¥-line DNA testing offers scope for investigating the male-to-male ancestral line of living Plants. This
Y-line can be expected to relate 1o the descent of the Plant surname, apart firom an expectable rate of
so-called ‘false paternity’ events (eg child adoptions, name inherited from mother, concealed
infidelities of Plant wives) which, though rare, can be expected to accumulate fo a significant
consideration over the centuries. Even so, the techoique offers promise for investigating the origins of
the name a millennium or so ago, as well as for investigating or confirming more recent ancestral
connections between various Plant branches or “twigs”

There may have been several different male ancestors io the various ‘Plant like” names (any spelling)
from the outset, Even when more than one known Plant branch has descended from a common male
ancestor, a small rate of DNA mutation can lead to each branch having its own, slightly different Y-
STR haplotype signature. The technigue includes assessing how a slight Y-STR change might relate
back to a common ancestor a number of centuries ago. Some mulations (UME’s) occur very tarely
itdeed and they can be useful in associating a Y-line haplogroup with & particular geographical region
in the far distant past.

As mentioned in the previous [ssue of Roots and Branches, a discount in the cost of the testing can be
obtained for batches of 6 or more participants. So far, subject to further confirmation, we have 6
volunteered branches. The following list includes the earliest known ancestor of each branch...

TSA: Plant{f) - William Plant b c1635, ived in Virginia

Sheftield, England: Plant - Thomas Plant of Clowne, 7hom 1745 Sutton-cum-Duckmanton in NE
Derbyshire to William Plant of Duckmanton.

London, England: Plan - William Plant of Market Harborough, Leicestershire, 1720,



Morthants, England: Plant - Toseph Plant, b ¢1794 Ashron Under Lyne, Lancashire, subsequently of
Duckinfield (1815) and Denton {1821-35).

London, bngland: Plant - James Plant b 1800 Cheadle, Staffordshire,
South Cheshire - Edward Plant of $iddington ¢ 1565 with line possibly from Rainow 157
centiry.

If you wish to volunteer another branch or if you wish to seek confirmation of a connection to one of
the above branches, please contact me (L. plant@keele.ac uk) or Keith. Participants need to be male
{females do not carry the Y-chromosome) and they will be sent a test kit for supplying a swab of cslls
from the inside of the cheek. Payment to the testing Laboratory will be needed with the returned
sample. To avoid any embarrassment from possible infidelities in recent times, the names of the
vohlunteers will be kept anonymous.

It is planned to keep members informed about the progress of this project in future Issues of Roots and
Branches.
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PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
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PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT

AUSTRALIAN VITAL RECORDS INDEX 1788-1905 - NEW SOUTH WALES

Ada K
Adeline M
Albert
Albert C
Albert EC
Albert Edward
Alfired E
Allred E
Alice May
Anne E
Annie B
Apnie B
Annie M
Annie Maud
Archie R
Arhor
Arthur E
Beatrice JH
Benjamin
David F
Edward
Eleanor M
Eliza

Elza F
Elizabeth
Ellen
Emily J
Emily M
Emily M
Emma )
Emest V
Ethel E
Ethel May
Florence Eliza
Francis T
Frederick C
George
George
George
George P
Harold C
Harriett
Henry
Henry J
Herbert GS
James

John Henry
John Henry
John Henry
Jollie F
Joseph
Joseph A
Julia

Kate

Kate

Lothe F
Louisa R
Louisa Rose

PP N PN U Z PN P B OW O U R U N U N WO IO O S B o E

1865
1867
1886
1880
1878
1879
1869
1869
1876
1888
1884
1888
1864
1885
1886
1888
1874
1877
1859
1870
1864
1885
1841
1881
1838
1859
1886
1884
1885
1886
1880
1876
1883
1880
1862
1886
1810
1876
1884
1886
1882
1854
1879
1886
1875
1857
1867
1874
1880
1887
1847
1867
1878
1872
1873
1869
1875
1874

NSW
NSW
NEW

NSW’

NEW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSwW
NSW
NEW
NEW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSwW
NEW
NSW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NSwW
NEW
NEW
NSW
NEW
NEW
NSW
NSW
NEW
NSW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NSW
NEW
NEW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NEW
NSW
NSW
NSW

Fa:
Fa.
Mo
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa;
Fa:
Fa:
Sp:
Fa;
Ta:
Fa:
Sp:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:

Fa:
Sp:
Fa:
Sp:
Fa:
Sp:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:

Edward PLANT
Edward PLANT
Ada PLANT
Edward

Edward PLANT
George PLANT
William F PLANT
William F

John Henry PLANT
Walter ] EVANS
Jonas PLANT
Jonas

William F PLANT
Andrew C HOWTTT
Edward PLANT
George PLANT
Edward PLANT
George PLANT

William F PLANT
Martha MUNNS
William PLANT
Edward RISDEN
Joha H

George COLLINS
James PLANT
William T PLANT
Henry PLANT
Samuel PLANT
William T PLANT
Edward PLANT
Edward PLANT
Samuel PLANT
John PLANT
William F PLANT
Mary WALSH
Mary KELL

Mabel M C RICHARDSON
Henry

Frederick C PLANT
John H PLANT
Robert M WEYMAN
Helen COX

Samuel I PLANT
George PLANT
Rebecca PAYTON
Mary BERN

John Henry PLANT
Henry PLANT
Francis ] STREET

William F PLANT

John Henry PLANT
John Henry PLANT
John 11

Edward PLANT
William F PLANT
William Francis PLANT



PLANT
PLANT
FLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT
PLANT

Maria
Mary A
Mary Ann
Matilda
Matilda
Matilda A
Matilda &
Maud Viclette
Maude
Maude M
Myrtle G
Oswald
Percy P
Rachel E
Sidney H
Thomas
Thomas
Walter J
William
William
William
William

"William

William A
William ¥
William F
William F
William FT
William Francis
Wwilliam T
William Thomas
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1886
1859
1861
1854
1884
1857
1861
1872
1886
1869
1883
1882
1885
1886
1886
1883
1883
1364
1855
1858
1875
1883
1885
1887
1863
1870
1870
1887
1857
1860
1885

NSW
NEW
NESW
INSW
NEW
NSW
NSW
NEW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NEW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NEW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NEW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NEW
NEW
NEW

Sp:

Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:
Fa:

Sp:

Fa:

Sp:

Wm MANSON

Tobhn PLANT

George William BILES
Edward BINGIIAM
Wiltiam

Wilham ¥ PLANT
William I'

Bdward PLANT
John K

John H PLANT
Edward PLANT
Henry PLANT

John H PLANT

Fohn C TOWNSEND
Henry PLANT
Robert

Robert PLANT

John PLANT

Alice RTISBY

William T PLANT
Francis

JohnH

John Henry FLANT
William T PLANT
Jane CRAW
William F PLANT
Ann REEVES

The above records have been extracted from the Australian Vital Records Index produced in 1997 by
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Included in this index relative to New South Wales

ATl

New South Wales Pioneers Series 1738-1888.

Future journals will include the records for Victoria and Western Australia.



CHARLES PAULTON PLANT - MAYOR OF WOLVERHAMPTON 1902

The year 1902 was to be an eventful year in the life of Wolverhampton, including the Coronation of
King Edward VII pius the opening of the Art and Indusirial Exhibition, oo a scale never before
attempted in the history of the Borough; and the inauguration of a new Blecirical Tramway Svsiem, an
event said to be of vital importance 1o the people of Wolverhampton. Tn addition, 1902 saw the
opening of the New Library and the enlargement of the Technical Schoot.

Tt was thersfore, according to the Wolverhampton Journal of the period, important that the right man
was selected to fill the Civic Chair, Again, according to the Wolverhampton Journal, in selecting Mr
Councillor Chartes Paulton Plant as Chief Magistrate for the year 1901-1902, the Wolverbampion
Town Council is 1o be commended for seeking among the ranks of the young men, for it has without
doubt, chosen wisely and well and surely pever bas a Mayor been elected with more absoluie
unanimity and hearty acclamation. His Worship’s able, digmified and cautious speech upon his
inauguration will not soon be forgotten and he has since, upon move that one occasion, given stesling
evidence of his fitness for the post.

(WEKP note — Sounds like a bit of ‘creeping’ going on by the Wolverbampton Journal)

Mayor - Charles Poulton Plant Mayoress - Mrs C P Plani

Charles Paulton Plant was born at High Street, Bilston on 19" August 1857, the son of Henry Plart and
Mary Anne Plant, formerly Holland. According to his birth certificate Henry was 2 Wine Merchant, &
srade that Chacles was to follow in jater life.

Why he was christened Paulton 2s a second name is not known, uniess he was descended from a
Paulton on the distaff side, though in fact, it was not from his mother whose maiden name was Holland.
However, the Paulton family existed in the South Staffs. area back to the 17" century, so there was
possibly some conneciion,

He was educated at Oscott College and at the Roval High Schoal, Edinburgh He decided to follow a
commercial career and to gain experience he went abroad, visiting New South Wales, Queensland and
New Zeatand. He eventually remimed to the UK and wosked for his father, Henry, who had a business
ai Bilston ag a Brewer and Wine and Spirit Merchant.
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Henry and IChe.aﬂes‘ ydﬁnger .bl'l.'}l-héll', Franciz, Ebom 1861) -ﬁ'ere, mn Isél, living at Whiston Lodge.
Penkridge as the following entry of the census of that year shows,

Dwelling Whiston Lodge
Census Place Penkaidge, Stafford
Source FHL Film 1341666 PRO RefRG11 Piece 2780 Folio 80 Page ¢

Name Relation Marr Age Sex Occupation Birthplace
Henry Plant Head W 6o M Wine + Spirit Merchant Brewood, Staffs
Francis A Plant Son u 20 B Assistant Merchant Wolverhampton
Sarah Leadbeater Serv U 24 F Housemaid Gen. Serv.  Potleries N
Jemima Heley Serv U 17 F Cook Serv. Stafford “

On the death of Mr Plant senior, Francis took over his father’s business operating the business for a
number of years, certainly up to the early part of the 20™ century.

The maternal grandfather of Charles and Frances was in the army and fought for his couniry under the
Dhuke of Wellington in the Peninsular War and was wounded at the batile of Waterloo.

‘When his father died, Charles Paulton Plant left Bilston, and commenced business on his own agoount
at Wolverhampton, The business grew rapidly and he soon extended his activities o Wedneshbury and
Birmingham becoming a leading figure in the Wine and Spirit frade  So much so that in 1899 his
business was amalgamated with the famous Wolverhampton firm of William Butler & Co. Lid., with
Charles Paulton becoming Manager and Director of the combined firm.

It was abuout this time that Charles Paulion was elected to the Town Council becoming Mayor within
the very short period of two years.

Ingtuded in the Wolverhampton Exhibition of 1902 was a water chute set up in West Park as part of the
entertainments. One of the focal papers of the time included a caroon showing members of the town
council and organisers of the exhibition in a punt. Amongst the dignitaries shown is the Mayor,
Charles Paulton Plant, former Mayor Price Lewis JP., who owned ‘Price Lewis The Peoples Tailor’
and exhibition chairman, Thomas Graham JP., who owned the Express and Ster, Entitled *Going the
Pace’ the cartoon has a caption, which states “Now gentlemen, we are getting up speed, the track is
well-greased ahead and all you have te do is hold on tight”.

What was the significance of the cartoon is not known. If any member of the group bave connections
with this particular Plant family please contact me.
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Wolverhampton Dignitaries af the 1902 Wolverkampiton Exkibition
No. 3 Charles Paulion Plan:
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Chapter 23

Planted spirits and Plantagenet ethos

14TH CENTURY SENSE TO THE PLANT NAME WITH EVIDENCE IN THE PEARL POET’S POEMS.

August 2001. One of 2 senies of Chapters by Dr. John S. Plant, Keele University, England, STS SBG.

I t is conceivable that sense in the Plant name may date back to early medieval times though it is uncertain
that there was hereditary continuity from the times of the 8th century Merovingian name Plantard!. By the
late 14th century, evidence of meaning can be analysed for the Plant homeland of east-Cheshire, for where
clues can be sought in the character of the Green Knight, for example, who appears in a poem of the so-called
*Pear] poet’ or *Gawain poet’. A scheme of understanding can be constructed for the Plant name that remains
consistent with local literature, customs, and dialect. An anagogical interpretation of the name, with sense
related to worshipping the Lord’s ancestral plant (OED plani n* 11b), seems more likely than ‘a gardener’
and this may underlie an influential ‘Plantagenet ethos’ extending from France.

23.1 A backdrop of spiritual Natural History

RED bough there is for example earlier evidence for ‘Plant-like’ names, in medieval
,,,:{3_;‘;# France, P.H.Reaney? restricts his consideration to just some of the ‘Plant like’
AN names that can be found in 13th century England — he thereby offers a meaning

‘a gardener’ for Plant. A fuller consideration of the evidence, however, indicates a
different meaning. It is to be noted, in particular, that sense to a name such as Plans needs
careful consideration in a context of contemporary beliefs.

In 12th century “Plantagenet” England, there were a variety of illustrated books —
herbals, bestiaries, lapidaries. Though the underlying content was little changed from
Pliny’s Natural Histary, considerable efforts were made to add descriptions and moralisa-
tions from uptodate authors like Gerald of Wales and Peter of Cornwall. In the late 12th
cenbury, most students were concerned with adding to the moral superstructure of ancient
observations® rather than extending the physical ochservations themselves®. The De Naturis
Rerum of Alexander Nequam (1157-1217)° was a huge collection of spiritual interpretations
of natural phenomena taken from & large number of sources. A comment in its preface
betrays its emphasis of interpretation:- '

‘I do not wish the reader to think that I am investigating the nature of things in order to wrire
a philosophical or physical work: 1 am writing a moral (that is ta say allegorical} treatise”

Such evidence suggests that it may be appropriate to seek spiritual or anagogical interpre-
tations of such 13th century English names as Plantercse and Plante.

!¥.line DINA testing may throw some further light on this point.

2P H.Reancy (1958) Dictionary of British Surnames. _

3For example, a new ahbreviation of Pliny's Natural Hirtory was made ¢1170 by Roger of Cricklade, prior of St
Frideswide in Oxford, and presented to Henry 10

*R.W.Southern (1992) Robert Grosseteste; The Growth of an English Mind in Medieval Furope, pps 96-101,

3 Alexander Neckam De Naturis Rerwm, ed Thomas Wright, RS, 1863, esp. pps 2-3, 163-4, 168-9,

o
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CHAPTER 23. FPLANTED SPIRITS AND PLANTAGENET ETHOS

Nequam's botany begins by addressing the question of why does a plant (kerba) grow
green or fresh (viridis). He notes the blackening effects of cold, dry earth (¢f the darkness
of rot) and the whitening effects of cold, wet water (cf. the light of creation and generation),
He then proceeds to the question of why do herbs of contrary effects grow in the same earth.
From there, he progresses to the various moral gualities of various plants, In moralising
about the rose, Nequam makes points of precaution and longing, along the lines of:-

A bramble of spine armour begets the rose whose touch is sweet and smooth ... Just as under
the rose are concealed afflicting thorns, so is desire of familiarity disquieting to the soul,

A fitting interpretation to the name Planterose (c1230) might accordingly be an ‘implanter
of a foreboding longing of the soul’. Thig would be in keeping with the contemporary name
Plantefolie (c1209) which means an ‘implanter of contrition of sin’.

23.2 The Pearl poet and the werd plant

5 be Pearl poet has been tentatively identified with, for example, the Rector of Stock-
B3¢ port around the times of the ¢1340 local marriage of Sir Edward Warren, of the
@ ;._. 7 illegitimate Warren Plant{a/e}genet descent, into de Stackport lands. The last -
Warren ear] of Surrey died in 1347 and the Plant surname is thereafter found m
proximity to the illegitimate Warren descent around east Cheshire. Though there is coniro-
versy over the precise interpretation of much in the medieval North West Midlands dialect,
the poems (c1360-90) of the so-called Pear! poet can be used to elucidate a meaning to the .
Plant name in fzs Ith century east Cheshire homeland. '
A medieval emphasis on spices is worth examining in detail since thia is key to the Pearl -
poet’s use of the word plonfrez. To pursue such a clue, we may turn first to Herbert Pilch
(1964)® who notes, for example, that the bride in the Song of Solomon is described by:-

My sister, my spouse is a garden enclosed

a garden enclosed, a fountain sealed up ...

Avise north wind, and come, south wind;

blow through my garden and let the aromatic spices thereaf flow.

Here, the spreading of spice aroms may be taken to symbolise the spreading of the bride’s
symbolic form which is said to represent the spreading of the spirit of the church.

To such a concept of spice can be added an understanding of some contemporary phi-
losophy which is relevant to an understanding of the perle of the Pearl poet. For the
“Plantagenet scholastic” Robert Grosseteste (€1170-1265), spiritual corporeal light perme-
ated the body and transmitted to it the will of the incorporeal soul. Rather like received
pearls of wisdom, the soul embraced God's plant. This plant included not only created intel-
Hgence directly from God’s spiritual Word but also powers from the ancestral pianr through
generation of the life species. For example, the vegetative generative power weas exhibited
as the mineral power as well as in the plant and animal species and in the reproduction of
humans. In the light of such a philosophy, it may be commented that it was effectively by
transubstantiating through the life species that the pearl gem achieves, in the Pearl poem,
orthodox eternity becoming first & dead seed and then ‘thar special spice”’ and becoming,
. by the poem’s end, the spiritually ascended Pearl Maiden as a bride of Christ in a courtly
heaven. As will be explained further below, ‘that special spice’ may be interpreted as ‘that
special form or species’ issuing from a plant-egg (OED plant n! 11a) of creation.

The 3rd stanza of the Pearl poet’s poem Pearl has been considered by many to display

“Fhe Middlc English Pearl, edited by Jobn Conley {1970), pps 173-5.
7 Pear!, lines #2735 and #938,



23.2. THE PEARL POET AND THE WORD PLANT

much of that poem’s perspective®. For some, it describes the grave of the Pearl Maiden®

though, for others, this grave is initially identified with the spot where the pearl gem was
lost which is next identified with & turfed seat or mound, with spices, in a contemporary
garden!®, With Luttrell’s translation, this stanza reads:-

That spot, where such riches have run 0 ror,

miust surely spread with spices,

and yellow, blue, and red flowers

shine there brightly in the sun,

Flower and fruit cannot be without vigour

where it fell down inio the dark soil;

Jor every gresse must grow from dead seed;
otherwise no wheat would be gathered into the barn;
Everything good always wakes its origin from what is good,;
so excellent a seed cannot then fait

to have rising spices springing up from i,

that precious pearl without a spoi.

As the narrator falls into & dream in Pear!, his ‘spyryt sprang in space’ (line #61) and he was
led by Fortune into a fiyth" (line #97) where (lines #103-4):-

The fyrre in the fryth, the feier con ryse
the playn, the plonttez, the spyse, the perez.

The first line can be translated as The farther into the king's {or lovd's) forrest (or peace), the
fair can rise. However, the second line is then generally translated, rather unimaginatively,
as the meadow, the shrubs, the spice plants, and the pears, giving plonitez the rather arbitrary
meaning ‘shrubs’. However, reference to the Middle English Dictionary shows that a more
purposeful interpretation of this second line is:-

the playn, — the earth, .

the plonttez, — the planted spiritual forms of the species,

the spyse, — the visible forms or shapes of those species®,

the perez — the nobles, or peers of the Kng {on earth or in heaven).

*In patticular, it caz be noted that the Middle English Dictlonary defines spice ni2) as--

1. (s} A type or kind or person, flavour, cic.; {(b) the human specics; () & specics of plant; 8 gonws of saarmals, fish, trecs,
¢lc.; {d) a type or variety of disease, humoar, ofc.; (¢} & sub-Class or branch of sin, pasncr, mosal virue, o () a
subdivision of a subject of srudy; esc.

2. (1) A visible form or ghape; appearance or semblarce; (b) the intelligible or sensible aspect of an cbiject or odoer; plural
ﬂrshapcswfunmofﬂmwhﬁumwdhywofﬂnm(c}ﬂubrmdwmnﬂtmdemmtm
#ts physicaf or visihle form; {d) splendour, beauty.

i
A meaning for plonftez is hence inserted as ‘the planted spiritual forms of the species' and
such sense is in keeping with contemporary Middle English reference to ‘planted virtue’, the
‘planted Word of God's creation’, and the ‘planred grace of noble lineage’. More particulerly,
this remaing in keeping with the Pear] poet’s use of the word plant{r)ed in other poems.
Lines #1006-7 of the Pear] poet’s poem Cleanness (sometimes called instead Puriry) are:-

Thar euer {ever] hade ben an erde [region] of erthe the swettest [fairest]
As aparaunt [dependency] to paradis that plantted the drysiyr [Lord]

$Cdward Vasta (1967) Pearl: Inunortal Flowers and the Pearl's Decay, Journal of English and Germanic Philelogy,
LX VI, pps 519-31; included in The Middle English Pearl, edited by John Conley (1970), esp. pps 185-6.

"Herbert Pilch (1964) The Middfe English Peari: Its Relation to the Roman de la Rose, Neuphilologische Mitteilun-
gen, LXV, pps 427-446; in John Conley (1970) ibid, esp. p 172

19C A Luttrell (1965} Pearl: Symbolism in @ Garden Setting Neophilologus, YLIX, pps 160-176; in John Conley
€1970) ibid, esp. p 308,
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CHAPTER I3. PLANTED SPIRTTS AND PLANTAGENET ETHOS

This refers to the Lord’s planting of the form of paradise on esrth — in other words, planting
tmplies a transmission of the spiritual form of an elevated paradise to the subordinate earth.
In a rather gimilar fashion, lines #108-112 of the Pearl post's poem Parience read:-

Warz newer [ There was never] so joyfil ¢ Jue (Jew] as Joras [Jonah] weiz thenne [was then)

Thar [Who) the daunger [power] of drysizn [God] so derfly faudaciously] ascaped [ercaped!

He wende wel thar [He turmed well that, or believed that] ther wyz [that wise one, e, God] that
Gl the worlde planied

Hade no mazt [power] in thar niere [38a] no man for to greue [to bring & maan to grief].

Again there is clear reference to God’s having planted the form, that is to say his having
created, in this case, ‘all the world”.

From such contemporary literature, it i3 clear that there is a more general sense to
plasting than just human assistance as a gardener to the regeneration of vegetable life.

To summarise, the Pearl post’s use of the word plfafonre i significantly diffevent from
madern senses that arve ususlly assumed for the word plant and it is ¢o be doubted that Plorz
meant just a ‘gardener’. As a surname, Pl{a/o/e)nt(e) evidently relates to God’s creation
of human life and i can be taken to mean the ‘planted (or created) form (or spice or species)
of the lord’.

23.3 Reassessing Plantagenet and similar names

£33 0 the late 12th century, in “Plantagenet England®, there is mention of devated
i bodies emanating their ethos to subordinate bodies. Alexander Nequam, who
 jectured in theology at Ondord (c1190-7), wrote*!:-

The siars are placed on high o give light io marny. Similarly, spivitual
men, the lighty of this world, are useful to many if they are In high positions!

Few were in higher positions than the Warren earls of Surrey who were evidently using
Plant{a/e)genet as a3 surname and this may have sustained sense to Plant and similar
names near them. ; '

23.3.1 A controversial medieval background fo the Plantagenet name

The FPlantagenet name had avisen in 12th century France. Earlier in medieval times,

the long haired Merovingian priest kings, from the Framkish Sicambrian tribe, had
ruled large parts of France and Germany betwesn the 5th and 8th centuries!?. The Tth
century chronicler Fredegar maintained that the chieftain, Merovich, had besn conceived
when Chlodio’s wife went swimming and encountered & sea monster called a Quinotaur. This
implies supernatural origins for the Merovingian kings or san allusion to an early Christian
heretical belief'?. Fredegar'? implicitly compared the sons of the great Merovingian king,
Clovis I (481-511), to bears and wolves and Clovis's grandsons to dogs. NeoPlatonic belief
included animal spirits attached to the ancestzal plans of creation.

More controversially there is a published genealogy for the Counts of Razdés in which
‘Plant like’ names are associated with the lost heirs of the Merovingian kings. The surviving
surname Plantard i3 well recorded in France since 732AD and it is said to mean ‘ardensly
flowering offshoor’ of the Merovingian vine, in other words réjeton ardens. This name is said
to relate on to the name Plantavel: (c886) providing hints of creation or generation through

" 1)e Nateris Rerum, pps 37-8. .

11 return for military protection, however, Pope Ravenna had bestowed Iogitimésstion of the title of king on Pepin in
place of the last of the Marovingian kings. This led on to political severance hetwaen the Western and Rastem Ergpines,
Rertrand Russell (1996} Hissory of Western Philasophy, pps 386-7.

13 a4 this point of the stoyy the 6t centrry histotian Gregory, Bishop of Tours, digressed to an oufburst againgd idolatry.
1an Wood (1994) The Merovingian Kingdoms $50-751, p 57,

Miredagar, I, 12,
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233 REASSESSING PLANTAGENET AND SIMILAR NAMES

T .

The murritive Virgin and Child (Ling
#191']'?) “Lven Albumazur, however he
ke aburd the matter, testifies fh:a.r »wrh_
the sign of U‘Jc virgin wruufa' bed a,-am W or-
iy mghd,en who_,mif_ be, he says, virgin
amdt mother. and .w_id! give sick to fier fo-
ther gad whose husband witl be near lier
without touching her at all.”

The “Trinttarian™ fountain of life is-
suing awrritive milk and geherative
fiuid (cf. a Fucharistic element) {Line
#2047V “The founiain thar I have spo-
fest af with iy beauty and ife tsefulwess
us a cure fer all fired-cut antals, alwayy
rolis itsdelicious waters, sweet, clgan, and
livedy, from those fine springs. ... We
frave never seertsuch a fountain, for it is- -
sy from deell o(Odfer fountains, issuing
front alien vains, do not produce B .. B
needs no morble stone mor the covering
of a tree. [uir Water: ever Cedasing. comes
Jrom a source so high that no tree can
grow so all that !hf’ hueh! (J,f the water

s not “rear(‘r

Figure 23.1: Nlustrations relating 10 the mutritive and. generative vegetative sdy] pow'srs and the
planted Word ina 15th. century illuminated 1"nanuuc1'tpt- of the 13th century Roman de la-Rose (MS
Oxford, Bodleian Ll‘nary Douce 193, bruu.h 1487-95, executed for Charles d’Orians ‘and bis
wife Louise de Savoie — the illuminations are artrlbufecl m Rc‘:bmel Teqtdrd ), Su. Fi igure 23.2 . for
the angmentaiive power.



23.3. REASSESSING PLANTAGENET AND SIMILAR NAMES

life specics.

The most commonly supposed interpretation of the Plant(e/a)genet name is ‘sprig of
broom’ and this may be compared with the evidence above that broom was seen as a
nutritive source for beasts. Transubstantiation through the horse can be associated with the
direct interpretation plant-horse of Planta-Genet — it can be added that Nequam had extolled
the fine moral qualities of the horse. The animal'? or light spirits of contemporary Alchemy,
no doubt, would have been seen as an essence that participated in transubstantiating broom
(planta genisita), as eaten by beasts, to the generative seeds {plans-eggs) of animal life®™®. This
leads on to a notion that there may have been a heightened gense to Plant(e/a)genet in
terms of the ‘catalysis’ of flesh {as in ‘plant-horse’ transubstantistion} by spirits from the
vegetative, animal, and intellective operations of the soul (Chapters 20 to 22).

Both transubstantiation and animal spirits formed an accepted part of medieval belief,
Following the tradition of Avicenna, animal spirits are compatible with Grosseteste's phi-
losophy and such spirits can be considered to be an emanation from the sensory (animal)
operations of the soul. It may be noted further that, in medieval Latin®!, geneta means a
foal or a civet cat, such that Plant{e/a)genet can be translated not only as ‘plant-foal’ but,
also as ‘plant-civet’. The civet cat is known for a secretion used in perfume and, for Gros-
seteste, smell was activated by a mixture of spiritual light and damp misty air such that, in
place of ‘transubstantiated through plant and horse’, the noble name Plant{e/a)genet could
have become instead an ‘implant (or instiller) of horse or civet cat apirits’. This might have
been thought by some to be the essence of the most noble spiritual sense to the Plantagenet
name. Views that the spirit was more noble than the flesh are borne out, as described
below, by & reference to the ‘flth of the flesh that horses have used’.

The poem that has been called Saint Erkenwald has been attributed o the ‘Pearl poet’,
albeit that ita content may be associated also with London in South East England which
had been under an earlier influence of the Warren Plantagenet earls of Surrey. This poem
contains & reference to two crafts of aoutl and body, which seems consistent with Grosseteste’s
model (Chapter 22} that there were two separate entities of soul and flesh which were
mediated by spiritual light (lines #344-7):-

And alle the biee of his body was blakke as the moldes,
As rotten as rotiok that rise in powdere,

For as sone [soon] as the soule was sexyd [accepted] in blisse [heaven]
Corrupt was thar orhir crafie that couert [covered] the bones.

This can be compared with a further extract from the Pearl poet's poem Cleanness which
states (line #202):-

As for the fvith of the flesch that foles [horses] }um {havc]‘ used

with the poet going on (lines #203-1¢) to place the uncleanness of that Hesh subject o
God’s wrath, as even was his most noble angel {Lucifer)22. The apparent absence here of

*in the Plant homeland, in a legend of the Leek mooriands, the so-called 'Old Wiich of Frith” transforms herself into
the shape of a hare. John Sleigh (1862} ibid, pps 163-4. This legeaxd has been associsted with a farm called Qld Hay
in Leek parish. In the legend, the Hag transforms herself into the shape of a hare to allow herself, for the sake of &
sinall gratuity, 10 be coursed by dogs. On one occasion, the leading dog manmges a bite before the Hag escapes, as ysual,
through A gap in the fence and, after she ransformed back, she was left with a wound on her forehead,

 Averroes (1126-98) stated the plant contes into existence throligh composition out of the elemenis; it beoomes blood
and sperm ihrough being eaten by an animal and from sperm and blood comes the animal, as is said in the Divine Words:
‘We created man from an extract of clay .

R B Latham, Revized Latin Word-list from British and Brish sources.

zzlntlumrﬁempm’yphilmophyﬂﬁscmbewmparadwi:hanolimanﬂwﬁgﬂmﬁlaﬁkb&h,mmdplm
and horse flesh wis seen a2 less noble than the separate soul, with its vegetative, sensory, and intellective operations. In
the Commentary on Celestial Hierarchy, Grosseteste had commented that the ‘obsiacie impeding the soul’ was thet of
the flesh and ipordinste affections combined. In the Hexameron, Grosseteste had locked upon the whole man, from the
inselligensiz 1o the body, as fallen and redeemed — he had not looked upon redempiion as increasing freedom of the soul
from the body but as a Hberation from the totality of conditions which have unhinped human nature,
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CHAPTER 23. PLANTED SPIRITS AND PLANTAGENET ETHOS

the species since vely, in modern French, means ‘hairy, shaggy or rough; or hairy part'?, A
further name Plant-Amor (c975) appears in the controversial Razés genealogy and it can be
translated as an ‘establisher or offshoot of the Lord's creative love''®, This then provides =
background of creative or generative senses to ‘Plant like’ names such as Plantagener' .

It has been argued, earlier in the current work (Chapter 22), on the basis of other
evidence, that Plantagenet can mean either ‘sprig of broom® or ‘of well balanced fiesh,
transubstantiated through the plant and horse genera, capable of receiving a high implant
of God’s Word". Such an interpretation is in keeping with such evidence as, for example, the
teachings of Neo-Platonic philosophy, the teachings of Grosseteste, and of Averroes (1126-
98) who reiterated an ancient scheme for the generation of man from the four elements,
through the plants and animals to humans (Chapter 20).

233.2 The Plant(a/e)genet name and the Pearl poet

he locations associated with the writings of the Pearl poet and the Roman de la Rose

poem may be thought to be compatible with an idea that these poems may have shown
a moderate awareness of some “Plantagenet favoured” concepts. The 14th century Pearl
poet refers to the 13th century Roman de la Rose poem, which was written ‘not far’ from
“Plantagenet Anjou” (Figure 23.1}. Some similar ideas to those near “Flantagenet Anjou”
in western France may have followed through into the NW Midlands Plant homeland, albeit
perbaps with a different emphasis (¢f Figure 23.2}. '

There were three vegetative operations of the soul. The most commonly referenced is
nutrition, rather more than augmentation or generation. There is widespread emphasis of the
nutritive in the Pear] poet’s poems. The following example seemingly relates, furthermore,
to the meaning of the Plant(a/e)genet name (the following extract is from a poem called
Patience, Yines #3012}~

Sesez childer of her sok, [Snatch children from sucking her,] soghe hem se neuer, {sow them so
never, ] -
Ne best bite on no brom, [Neither beast eat broom,] ne no bent nauther, [or field neither,]

As well as referring to the nutritive, the first line above appears to associate babes with the
sowing of seed and, hence, continues an association with the vegetative. The second line
refers £0 broom as the nufritive source for beasts before going on to refer to the pasture
of the fields. This can be compared with the suggestion in Chapter 21 that broom may
have been seen as a vegetative origin, and hence an origin for life, perhaps partly because
it was a source of vegetative powers to the parasitic herb broomrape and thereon to other

¥This allusion ko hair might be related back to deference to the magic of long hair, which had been a charscteristic of
the Merovingians, and this might be related back still further to Samson of the Old Testament.

1 Fhis can be placed in & context that has been related by some to the cult of the Black Virgin, This cult, observing the
day of Jamuary 19, dates from at least 792-5AD. V.Saxer (Paris 1959) Le Culte de Marie Madelzine en Occident, Voi.2, p
412

"Michac]l Baigent, Richard Leigh, and Henry Lincoln (1996) The Hely Blood and the Holy Grail, pps 107, 184, 188,
189, 271, 273, 279, 316, 414, 496, I am gratcful to Lizzi Plant for drawing my attention 1o this reference. It is supposed,
in this controversial boak, that the “lost heirs’ of the Merovingians were the Plastands, beginning with Sigisbert IV (676~
758) Count of Razas. A descendant, anccher Count of Ruzee was called Remard Plantavelu or Planta-Pilus (d877) and he
established the Duchy of Aquitaine, His nephew Sigisbert VI married the daughter of Charles 11 of France and was called
Prince Ursus'® (d 884/3) but he is said to have been the last of the Merovingian Counts of Razis as his ine was exiled 1o
Brittany after 2 failed uprising against Louis IF in 881, Prince Ursus's son, Guilaume I1, is said to have fled to England
in 914 (o escape Viking raids on Brittany and to have started a “blood line™ in England called Planta. Prince Ursus’s
great-great-grandson, Bers VI (d975), is said to have been an ‘architeet’ in England and his son Amnaud is said 10 have
founded a family hranch called Plant-Amor. Bera VI's great-great-great-great-grandson, Eustache II, Count of Bologne
(G1081), is said to have sccompanied William the Congueror 1o England, It is also said, in this controversial book that
a son of Bustache 1 was Godfroi (1061-1100), Count of Bouillon, Duke of Lower Lormaine, end King of Jerusslem and
that, in 1131, Fulques V, Count of Anjou married Godfroi's nicce, the legendary Melusine or Mélisande, Fulques or Fuolk
V thereby became king of Terusalem from 1131 until 1143, He was the father of Geoffrey Planiagene! of Anjou whe was
the father ol Henry 11, King of England {1154-89) and of Hamelin Plantagenet, the Warren Barl of Sumey.
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CHAPTER 23. PLANTED SPIRITS AND PLANTAGENET ETHOS

n the Plaat homeland, the name of Dieulacress Abbey translates as *God increase it™. The Virgin Mary
I appears in the seal (Figure 23.2) of John Plant near Dieulacress Abbey which was in the Plant homeland
parish of Leek. A local legend® maintains that the Abbey foundation had followed a dream of Ranulph,
earl of Chester {d 1232)° in which he was told that a ladder would be built on the site, which was formerly
a chapel to the Virgin, by which the prayers of angels could ascend and descend carrying men’s vows and
God's favours. In a similar philosophy, & ladder or climbing plant could be visualised as seeking the highest
possible level of spiritual favour?. The axgmentative meaning ‘God increase it can be compared with a
petition to the vegetative function of augmentation in a separate nobel soul for abundant growth.

T he appending of a heraldic red rose to the Plant blazon has been tentatively associated with the recon-
ciliation of the Warrens and the Lancastrians after their feud. According to heraldic tradition, the rose
badge of Edmund, first ear] of Lancaster, was tinctured red to difference it from the gold rose of his brother,
Edward I. Heraldic augmentation might be compared with an elevated sense to mse.
In the court of Edward I, there are records of a practice of “chair lifting’ and, given Grosseteste’s philoso-
phy, this might be associated with elevating & person to receive a higher level of spiritual (angelic) light.
The same custom, generally thought locatly to be a particular example of & more widespread practice ¢alled
‘heaving’, is in evidence for the Plant homeland. In Leek, on Easter® Monday, it was customary for the
young men to deck out a chair with flowers and ribands, to carry it about, compelling every young woman
they met to get in it, and suffer herself to be lifted as high as they could reach, or to be Kissed, or pay a
forfeit. On Easter Tuesday the young women decked out their chair, and lifted the men, or made them pay
a fine/, This lifting might be seen as petitioning for augmentation, or Mary's grace of grewe, a8 can be
associated with the Diewdacress Abbey legend, as well as with the Pearl poet’s evident meaning of rose as
elevation. '
Inthel‘uﬂ poet’s pocm Peard, the pearl in the first stanza is put forward in terms of its great earthly value
but, by the last stanza, the concern is with pleasing the Prince of heaven, such that the Dreamer-narrator
should become one of the precious perlez vato His pay. When be learns that the ‘Pear]l Maiden’ has been
married 1o Christ (¢f the Black Virgin), as each soul js united with God in heaven, the Dreamer protests
(lines #423-31):-
Art thoit the quene of henenez biwe, [Are you the queen of blue heaven,]
That al thys worlde schal do konowr? [To whom all this world shall do honour?]
We lewen [rise or gain Word) on Marye thent grace of grewe,
That ber a bame [child] of virgyn floun
The croune fro byr quo moyt rewme [Who could remove the crown from her)
But ko hir passed in sian fasour? [But she who (sur)passed her in full grace or faver?]
Now, for singlerty [singularity] o Ayr dousoir [of her sweeiness]
We calle hyr Ferryx [Phoenix] of Arraby,
That fereles fleze of hyr Fasor — [Who uniquely flew from her Creator — |
Lyk o the quen of corfaysye {courtesyl
This refers 1o rising on Mary’s grace of growth thar bore a child from the (vegetative) flour or flower and

likens this to the Phoenix (associated with rising in rebirth from the ashes) of Arabia, perhaps signifying
the Magdalene or Black Virgin.

M any believed in the tate infusion of tbcmtellecuve soul, until when a foetus was solely vegetative and
sensory, and it secms apt to nole in pariicular thai the vegetative had the function of augmentation as
well as of generation so that, with Mary's ‘groce of grewe’, together with God's planted Word, even the
legacy of the Christian Messiah could ensue.

M. W Greenslade & D G Stewart (1998) A Hintory of Suaffordshirs, p 57.

¥ John Skeigh (1862) A History of the Anclent Parish of Leek in Staffordshire, pps 36-7.

*Chapter 18.

“However, mway from the Plant bomeland, there was cvident satice of the climbing plant in the form of 4 vewch, The Yodkshire
mystic Richard Rolie (¢1300-49) seferred to ‘cugmentum fugerit omaium wiciorion’ which can be ounstated s “judges an incresse of
all vetches' while, at Lincoln in 1434, Richard Misyn translated this as ‘norrysches the plants of all vyce” (Chapeer 21),

“The word Baster corpes from the Anplo-Saxon Spring goddess, Eostre, and this was converted into a festival of Christ’s nigng
from the dead, by Saint Bede in the bth century.

‘John Sleigh (1862) ivid, pps 138-9.

Table 23.1: Augmentation, the Rose, and Mary’s grace of grewe
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23.3. REASSESSING PLANTAGENET AND SIMILAR NAMES ”

any attempt to defend a concept of ‘horse used fiesh’® might be related to the Warren's
having distanced themselves from their erstwhile Plantagenet name, since they had feudad
with the Lancastriang who had seemingly taken over that name, with its plant-horse sense.
The Warren affinity may have retained faith, however, in senses of a spiritual plani-egg of
creation as the essence of a ‘plant-horse’ or ‘plant-civet’ interpretation of Plantagenei®,

2333 Understanding Planterose in spirit as well as flesh

T he meaning of rose is key when considering a consistent scheme of interpretation for

a set of early 13th century ‘Plant hke' mames in England. Planterose has been cited
as the strongest of evidence for a ‘gardener’ meaning, though this adheres to a modern
interest in earthly plant flesh. The presumed ‘gardener’ meaning is to be doubied since it is
incompatible with sense for the contemporary name Plantefolie for example (Chapter 21).

In keeping with the Middle Eriglish Dictionary, Planterose (1230} can be translated
(more consistently with other names) as a ‘grown (graft or im)plant’ or, more anagogically,
as a ‘raised or roused spirits imparter'. High spirits are in evidence in the Plant homeland in
& chair liffing ceremony that was found also in Edward I's court (Table 23.1} — chair lifting
might be consideraed to have been a petitioning for a higher level of heavenly spirit. Given
known medieval sense to ‘rose’ rather similar to ‘rows’, Planteroge can become furthermore
an ‘establisher of elevated spirits, order, or hierarchy’. Such meanings can be assessed
further, for the Plant homeland, in the poems of the Pear] poet.

In the Pearl poet’s poem Cleanness, rose scent is evidently associated with the fragrance
of Virgin birth since the birth is followed by the line (line #1079):-

And there watz rase reflayr [Trefiower or scent] where rotz [roots or decay] hatz ben euer [aver),

Thiz seems to stress the presence of a fragrant vegetative spirit in place of rot. This can
be taken to be symbolic of the roots of life. At that thme there was perticular interest
in generated life as against rot or corruption with, for example, Roger Bacon (c1214-92)
associating the life force with the vegetative power of augmentation, specifically with sense
in the augmentation of light as against its diminution. Planterose accordingly carries sense
as an ‘instiller of fragrant life-raising spirite’.

For the name Rose, Reaney® offers the meanings ‘fame-kind’ or “from the sign of the
Tosc’ which is consistent with a notion that rose was symbolic also of a sense of elevated
praise. Such sense is found in the writings of the Pearl poet. In the poem Cleanness, there
is the word rose with the meaning ‘to elevate or to praise’ (Cleanness lines #1371-2):-

To roge him in hiz rialty [royalty] rych men soghtten [sought or went]
And mony [many] a baroun ful bolde, to Babylbn the nobis.

Thus, in the Pearl poet’s poem Cleanness, the word rose may be seen as representing
either the raising of a vegetative foetus to its fragrant birth, or the raising of rousing praise.
There are also references to rose in the Pearl poet’s poem Pear!, with senses of ascension
through death, or a iasting presence of soul in a courtly heaven.

In Peari, the rose is an ephemeral lower, with the death of the Pearl Maiden, or perhaps
the ascension of a soul (Pearl lines #269-70):-

BThe Albigenses (Cathars) ate alleged to have believed that all matter was created by an evil principal and therefore
the flesh should be thoroughly mortified

2*The Warren affinity in the Piant homeland of east Cheshire could have retained particular faith in concepts of soul,
perhaps with some similarity (o Grossetesic’s model of b separate noble sout with its vegetative and other operations.

P3P H Reaney (1958) A Dicrionary of Sritish Surmames.
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DEC, 10, 1534,

A SALAMANDER LIVES IN THE FIRE
WHICH IMPARTS TC IT A MOST GLORIOUS HUE,

Thisis the Reiteration, gradation, and amelicration of the Tincture,
or Philosophers' Stone; and the whole is called its Augmentation.

Figure 23.2: The name of Dieulacress Abbey, in Leek parish, is translated as “God increase it” which
can be related to the angmentarive power of the vegetative soul. Augmentation can be associated
with expansion in a fire of flames or love, the Salamanders’ fabled ability to regrow a limb, and the
alchemists’ dream of a Philosophers’ Stone to transmute metals to gold (after Oliver C. de C. Ellis
(1932} A History of Fire and Flame), More pariicularly. there is an early local literary link to the
‘grace of grewe” of Mary (the Virgin or the Black Virgin, the Magdalens). The seal of John Plant of
Stonycliffe in Leek parish was the crowned Virgin with a child in her arms, in an arch (John Sleigh
(1862} A History of the Ancienr Parish of Leek in Staffordshire).
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23.4, IDENTIFYING THE MOST TOPICAL MEANING OF PLANT

For that shou lestez [For that which you endured] worz bot [was but] a rese [perhaps rose as an
ascension though then gualified as an earthly flower or longing)

That flowered and fayled |failed in the fiesh but perhaps not as soul] as kynde [descended spir-
itual form for its species perhaps in conjunction with kind meaning the two Eucharistic
elements] kit pave [gave to jt],

In a further extract from this poem (Table 23.1), there is mention of Mary’s ‘grace af grewe’,
the bearing of a child from a virgin flour (c¢f the elevated hedge rose flower), and the Ara-
bian Phoenix flying from the flames as though to rise to a courtly or heavenly queen (cf. the
Virgin or, indeed, the medieval cult of the Black Virgin, the Magdalene). With the ‘Pearl
Maiden’ married to Christ in heaven (¢f the Magdalene)}, the rose has more clearly ascended
heavenly associations, becoming more clearly the traditional rose of a courtly or heavenly
love {Pearl Enes #906-8):-

And thou 56 ryche a reken fnoble] rose,

And bydez {remains] here By this biysful (heavenly] bone [bank]

There Iyuez [life or soul] lyste (it pleases] may newer [never] lose [Le the Dreamer considers
ihe noble rose as an eternal soul in heaven].

Though it seems that most modern minded people jump (mistakenly, it geems) Lo as-
suming that Planterose associates mostly with ‘gardening’, the evidence of the Pear] poet
sugpests that this is substantially inappropriate to the contemporary “Plantagenet sthos”.
Instead, it seems probable that the predominant emphasis was anagogical and focussed on
an elevated (courtly or heavenly) meaning of Planterose as an elevated ‘planted spirit’ hav-
ing grown in life through the vegetative augmentative power®S. The predominant meanings
of Planterose may accordingly have been an ‘implant(er) of the fragrance of a grown or
ascended (heavenly) spirit’ and, also, an ‘imparter of praising (courtly) spirits’.

23.4 Jdentifying the most topical meaning of Plant

k5% be 13th century meanings for some ‘Plant related’ names can be sought in a phi-
[ ¢ losophy that was close to the activities of the Warren Plantagenets. Anagogical
. senses to the names Plantagenet and Planterose have been considered in some de-
tail above. Another name is Plantebene (1199) and this also has spiritual sense,
as a ‘petitioner of the Virgin Mary of favour of the plant soul’ (Chapter 21). The Pearl
poet refers to the Virgin Mary’s ‘grace of grewe’ (Table 23.1). This suggests that there
may have been particular sense to Planiebene as a ‘petitioner of favour of Mary’s grace of
grewe’ (i.e. a petitioner of favour of the vegetative power of sugmentation}. Such meaning
is reminiscent of a contemporary legend, in the Plant homeland, for Dieulacress Abbey (Th-
ble 23.1) which relates to angelic spirits elevating men's vows and returning God’s favours in
a context of Dieulacress meaning 'God increase it’. This suggests a more spiritual meaning
to Plantebene than just a ‘gardener’. According to Reaney’’, the name Bean may mean
kindly, King of the Company, or life. Thus, Plantebene may become a ‘kindly, kingly, or
ballowed planting of life giving spirits’ as a response to petitioning for augmentation. This
ig in keeping with a scheme for the likely meaning of other ‘Plant like’ names.
A general sense for Plant might accordingly be comsidered to be an ‘(im)plant or
(im)planter of spirits’. Various types of spirit might be considered:-

¥The augmentative operation of the soul can be associated with a “plant’, in as much as this was & vegeigtive operation,
and this yields sense in culturing life, though this reed not necesssrily imply sense in “horticulture’, The sense of an
augmentative capebility of a ‘plant” may well have been reinforced by the roore elevared senses of the word rese in
conjunction with the plor component of the name Flanterose implying, as discussed earlier, the formation of created
human {rather than fust vegetable) spits.

e 1 Reaney (1958) Dictionary of British Surnames,
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1 A Dictionary of British Sumames, P.H.Reaney (1938) lists carly instances of the sumarmpe Green — these are de
Grene 1188 (Kent), de la Greane 1200 (Norfolk), Arregrene 1206 (Lincolnshire), etc. He suggests (hat this usvaily
means ‘from residence near the villsge green’ but adds that occasionally we may have green in the semse ‘young,
immature” which may be compared with the French names Verr and Levert — Dauzat” refers o 'le vendesar de homme,
sa vigiseur, $a jeuness, sa vivaciié’.
n English Surnames, C.M.Matthews (19656) points out that colours are generally associsble with hair colour, but
pot 50 for Green(e). In early 1960°s Directorics, Green is the 9th most common sartame in London and New York.
Matthews adds that, i some villages, the leading figure in spring ceremonies was dressed in green leaves and spoken of
s ‘the green man’ or “Jack in the Green®, thereby personifying the figure of spring and linking the ceremony 1o ancient
fertility cults. He contirams that, of the early forms of this name, aite Grene is definitely locative but de g Grene is
open to other possibilities. These suppositions of Matthews conform with the current thesis that de ja Plownt means
“from the first principal of life’ (cf Aquinas).
or the context of the Plant name’s formation, light explained both the vegetative ‘life force’ and the vehicle by
which lordly Word was transported. Light, in the early 13th century Enplish philosophy of Grossebeste, was was
not ooly interinediate of the heavens and the soul but also intermedinte of the soul and the hody. The splritual Jight in
hemams (irradiato spirvitualis) was engendered by lordly light (lix suprema) and, sather similarly, there were two types
of light invelved in seeing a colowr such as green. Grosseteste malntained that light is incorporared into & medium and
itmquhﬂfuﬂhuiismwbes!nnemitfromﬁ'ommtﬁdehefmkismﬁempaﬂeofaﬂb&ﬁnsmeeye';

%4, Dauzat (1951) Dictionnaire étymologique des moms de familles ei prénoms de France,
*James McEvoy (1982) The Philosophy of Robert Grosseteste, pps 321-2.

Table 23.2: Published views about the name Green

Plantagenet: horse, civet, noble Plantcbene: pleasant, kingly, lively, baliowed

Plente: generous, abundant, fertile vegetative: nutritive, augmentative, generative
Plantefolie: contrite Planterose: elevated, courtly, heavenly, fragrant, orderly

Planiefene: happy, eager

Rather similarly, the apirit of green incorporated light might be considered to have been vig-
orous and youthfil, as for the French name Verr (Table 23.2). In disputes over land in
Leek parish (Chapter 18), the complainants were, in 1667, Christopher Placie and Thomaa
Plant but, by 1591, they were Thomas Greene and Lawrence Plont. Given the scope for
gome overlap in meaning between the names, it might be wondered if, in this main Plant
homeland, Greene was oo oceasion an alias for Plante.

Following the death of the last Warren earl of Surrey in 1347, the Pear] poet refers to
the giant Green Knight. It may even be imagined that this headless Green Knight, with his
green horse, gone from court to Cheghire, could have been reminiscent of the now leaderless
Warren Plantagenet affinity, gone from court to east Cheshire though this character might
alternatively be associated with the beheaded medieval giant Bran, who was associated with
the cauldron of life. There is a pervasive local legend of the Leek maoorlands, in the Plant
homeland®, of a ghostly headless horse-rider which might be compared to the local poem
of the headless Green Knight. Green might be associated with the generative green cord of
the Green Knight’s wife or his augmemtarive stature (Table 23.3) or, rather like Verr, with
the augmentative vigour of young green wood.

The giant Green Knight ambivalently pardons Sir Gawain with (Table 23.3):-

As pear! beside thee what pese is more precious

This might be associated with elevating the vegetative peas to the virtue of Peace, as for
(Grosseteste’s Prince of Peace (Chapter 22}. Similar elevation is found for the plia/e/oinie of
pees of the contemporary poet Langland who, considered pees not as mere vegetable fiesh,
but who elevated it to the status of the heavenly love of the lord, describing it as the mosi
precious of vermwes. Langland also elevated the generative, with its association with the
vegetative soul, to the status of a plonte of Trewe-love.

lohn Skeigh (1862) A History of the Ancient Parish of Leek in Staffordshire, pps 163-4.
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There is just a hint of consistency between plant as scum in dialect and as the generative
life force of the vegetative. In local south Cheshire dialect, plant means the scum that rises
to the surface of the vinegar®™. Though the antiquity of the local dialeet word plant has not
been dated, it might be compared to the formation (planting) of spirit™ in the ‘vegetative
{e.g. grape) waters’ of vinegar. This then perhaps points to some consistency of meaning in
terms of ‘planted spirits’, whether this be a spirit passing the virtue of the father by seed
to the progeny (generation), or a spirit engendered by z divine light (creation), or a spirit
emanating from an elevated body (regal ethos), or incorporated spirita from the soul in the
body (the transmission of will), or a breath of life as a apiritual emanation from vinegar
{¢f the Nag Hammadi scrolls and the resurrection of Jesus)®!,

Certainly there is Plant homeland evidence of belief in the soul® as indicated by an old
Leek custom on All Saints’ day, November 1st, which involved children begging, or ‘puling”
for soul-cakes®™, Soul-cake might be compared with the Eucharistic slement, bread, which
was produced from the flour of a vegetative seed™,

It may be noted in summary that there are meanings for Plant to be considered that
are atfached to the vegetative operations of the soul. For Grosseteste, celestial light (B
suprema) engendered spints in the flesh {irradiato spiritualis) and, since spiritus has sense as
‘breath’, the vegetative 'life force’ might be compared with a ‘bresih of life’ and thereby
related to ‘lively ermanating spirits’ in a dialect meaning of planr. Earlier names in medieval
France, such as Plant-Ard and Plant-Amaor, seem consistent with a sense involving the
generation of ardent offshoots of a loving spirit of the Lord. Late medieval sense in England
for Plant, as a ‘planted spirit of the lord’, may have led on to further sense az an ‘establisher
child’. Perhaps compatibly with a context of Plantagenet campaigns against the Welsh from
Chester, it can be noted that there s a Welsh emphasis on a perhaps rather satirical ferriie
sense &8 well ag on the child (in Welsh, planta means to beget children and plant meane child).
Preserved meanings suggest that persistent senses, from those for an initial meaning of the
Plant name, revolve around child {evidently from sense as a planted ‘fertile’ spirit) and also
around ‘generous foundation’, which can be compared with a ‘generosity Implanter’ gense to
the name Pl{afe)ni{e) (Chapter 21). The Oxford English Dctionary includes reference to
two relevant senses of plant, relating to child and establishing®. Similar pense appeass in a
c162]1 Cheshire reference to ‘that hopefid Plant (cf. young implant of spirit), that is the apparent
Heir Gf all his glory’. There was still by then another persistent sense in the Plant homeland,
which is fondly, as evidenced by a 17th century Wincle Chapel inscription ‘Here Doe O Lord
Svre Plant Thy Word®. An earthly ‘planted spirit’ sense is hence strongly in evidence for
the Plant name, albeit well removed from the late 20th century presumption of a ‘gardener’
meaning,

BVinegar was used for purification, ax in the legend of the Leck plagus stone. Purification of objects by vinegar on
the Leek plague stone has been associaled with the 1646.7 piague. John Sleigh (1862} A History of the Ancient Parish of
Leek, p 28.

m’ﬂwEﬂglishwmdup&riuisthmghnodcﬂvc&mlbeDldchhwﬂewimrmuﬁnwdxpﬁtwnmﬁm
breath or spirit.

Min medieval philosophy, “ife giving spirits’ can be associated with the verise of the father. There is little reason o
suppose that much distinetion was made between epirit as corporeal light in the philosophy of Grosseteste or s ether or
fragrance or as 'ghostly mist' in local legend. With ‘breath of Lfe’ substinsted for the role of ght in the contemporary
phitosophy for the vegetative ‘life force’, it hecomes conceivable that plant could relate 10 a *lfe gving spins” and be
associated with the ‘scum that rises in (vegetarive) vinegar®, a8 recorded for Cheshire dialect.

“&nmmmthhwmﬂgﬁhdnﬂ&umﬁbqﬁdﬂdmmﬁiommﬁnﬂm%mﬁmm,m
1275, of the courtly Roman de ke Rose poem with ‘Many peaple say that (in dreams) their souls leaves their bodies and
go with good ladies running around the world ... but this ideq iy o horrible folly.".

%smwcuuwcdbymw&mgas Soul, soul for All-gonls’ sahzfpmygoodmumua:mdca.te An
apple, a peay, a plim, or a cherry, or any good thing to make us merry.

**The other Bucharistic glement, wine, was Like the piant of vincgar in as much as both were produced from *vegetative
(e.g. grape) watcrs'.

*The OED defines plant as ‘a young person’ of “to establish a colony, a religious foundation, ste’. It can be sdded
that, for the Pearl poet, plens(ted means ‘established’.
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The Pearl poet’s poem Sir Gawain and the Green Knight has attracted panticular attention. For us, this poem seems
pertinent in irving {o understund Green in proximity to the emerging bomeland of the Plant name. This poem is in
the tradition of Arthurian chivaley with a complex interplay of competing virtues. It is interesting that there are iwo
possible interpretations of the following passage (Lines #482-3), which follows the decapitation of the Green Kaigit
and his departure to the Green Chapel®:-
The kyng and the pode knyehs, and kene [bold or, altcrnatively, bitter] muer: Aem serued [served them]
Of alle dayniyer [luxuries or, alternatively, countesies] double, as dervest myghe falle [the mast precions
{angelic ght) might descend or, alternatively, the noblest men migit perish]
With alle menner of mete and mynstralcie bosk [With both all kinds of heavenly manna and anpelic art or,
altematively, with both all serts of ordered food and minstrel singing}
For those with sympsathies with the decapitator Gawain, who remained at King Arthur’s court, the interpeetation may be
one of bold men gladly serving Gawain and the King with heavenly mannas and spiritual art. For those with sympathies
for the dismissed Green Knight, the interpretation may be one of bitter men, under pwin of perishing, supplying food
and a minstrels’ performance. Either way there is sense in lordly suthority from above.
The giant Green Knight had allowed Gawsin to behead him, without kiliing him, at King Arthur’s court under the
understanding thet Gawsin would later go 0 the Green Knight's homeland (evidently Cheshire) to be repaid in like
fashion. In fulfilling his pledge, the sole breach of faith of Sir (Gawain is to actept, not the ring of his tempiress, but her
silken green cord or belt, as 2 guarantee of his ongoing fife (¢ ongoing generation). Lines #1851-4 of this poem are:-
For quat gome xo iy pords with this grene lace [For whatever game is spurred on with this green cond}
While he hif had hewnely halched about [While 2 man had i€ ctosely fastened about]
Ther iz na kathel veuder heuen o hewe kym that myght [He can’t be héwn under heaven by heroes, though
fierce,]
For he myght not be slayn for slyght [cunning] upon erthe.
The armourless Green Knight, with his Green horse, ambivalently pardons Gawsin with (lines #2358-63):-

For it [it] is sy wede [clothing] e thou werez [weareth]. thar tike {same] wouen [woven] gindel

Myn owen wif [My own wifel hit the wened [gave & to thee (or, weaved it for thee)], Iwm{hmw]for
sothe [for truth],

Now know T wel thy cosses [isses] and thy costes als [and all your nature {or contrivances)],

And the wowyng [wooing] of my wif. J wrought hit myselues [1 conjured it myself];

1 send hir [ber} to asay [test] the [thee], and sothly [truly] my thynkkez

On [you sesm to me] the faulriest [the most facltless] freke [knigin] fhar ewer [ever] on fote [foot] ghede
[Twent].

As perle Bi the quire pese is of prys more [As pearl beside thee what pea (or peace) is more precious -
though this is ofien sgid to have a more marerialistic meaning - A3 a peat] is more precious than the
white pea]

So is Gawain, in god fayth, by other gay knyghtez [So is Gawsin, in good faith, beside other fine knights]

The comparison of a pea and a pearl, or a resignation to peacs as precious, in the last two lines above can be compared
with Wiiliam Langland's contemporary description of the pi{a/elnte of pe(e)s (peas or peace) as the most precious of
virtues amidst the sovertign salve of love, The pea (of peace) is evidently compared, by the Peard poet, with a peard of
hesvenly perfection.

*[#447.66) “Be prepared to pexform sy you've promised, Gawnin. Yoo must fiaret with fith 611 you find me ot last. Just 25 hess
* in this hall all have beard you now pledge. To the Green Chapel’s chambers I charge you © go. Such a sivolee as you've streck you'll
meccive in retumn. You'll accept it voursel, good sir, New Year's mors. | wrn known far and wide as the Knight of the Green Chapel,
Whormn vou'll find if you faithfully feres me ot Thesefore come, of be called most recreant knight™ The ripping the neigns, be reels
about, Qs the hall with bis head in bis hond in such a rush Thes fierce sparks start to shoot from his steed’s mighty hooves. To what
region he rode o retainer there knew; Nor from whence he had wandered could anyone geess. What then? The king snd Gawain both
ot the Groen Knight bangh and gria. But they chink it in tnith 8 marvel among mes.

Table 23.3: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight




PLANT MASTERS - APPRENTICES INDEX 1710-1761

uring a recent visit to the PRO at Kew, Shirley Hughes (Member No. 29) extracied from the Apnrentices
Index 1710-176] references to Plants who were listed as the Apprentice Master.

The Indexes to Apprentices: 1710-62 and 1763-74 and the Indexes to Masters: 1710-62 are in IR17.
The indexes are kept at Guildhall, although there are microfilin copies at the PRO.

IRI refers to the Tax on Apprentices, under the Statute of 8 Anne ¢ 5, 1710. The books 1710-1811 are
arranged under City or Town Registers from October 1710 - January 1811, for payments made in London,
County registers: May 1710 - Scptember 1808 for payments made to Provingial agents. The volumes give
chronologically by daie when the Duty was paid, the name, address and occupation of the Master, the name
of the Apprentice and up to ¢1752, the father or guardian and his/her address, the date of Indenture, term of
years, premium paid and duty calculated.

Parish Apprentices were exempt from tax with indentures for this type of apprenticeship found in the
County Record Offices. Staffordshire has a good collection which, in view of the Plants connection in this
county, may be worth looking at,

The list extractced by Shirley is as follows. The first number corresponds with the index, the second number
is the date and the spelling i as original document.

6430 1711  Wise Jn s W to Thos Plant Cit, & coop of London £40,

8O3 1712 Bulware Clem 1o Hen, Plant of 5t Michael’s, Norwich, weaver £3.
3436 1717  Lander Wm s Wm of Newcastle under Lyne dec to Geo Plant of Weston peruk £5.
269 i71%  Barrett In s of Eliz of Harwich wid, To Hen Plant weaver £7.

4764 1721  Purlott WM s Wm dec. To Jn Plant of Macclesfield joiner £0.

4319 1721 Osbourne Thos s Nath to Thos Plant cit. & coop of London £50.
64536 1737 Woodard Jn s Wm to In Plant of Walsooe, Suff. b’smiih £5.

4428 1744  Parsons Ric s Thos to Moses Plant of Luthbrough, Leics butcher £5.
620 1752 Bradburn Jos s Jos to Jos Plant of Budworth, Ches. Joinor £14,

1117 1754 Clarke Wm to Dan Plant of Bow St, Westminster peruk £5.

2672 1756  Haywood ric to Jn Plant of Walsall, plumber £12.12.

2349 1757  Graen Ric to Ric Plant of Worslow, Derbs. Tay £3.

5830 1758 Thurston Wi to Jn Plant of Walsall plum. Efc. £15.

2624 1759  Haslne Thos to Thos Plant of Manchester, grocer. £50.

5522 1760 Spurryer Geo to Thos Plant of Uttoxeter, plum. £12.

2222 1761 Glover Thos to Wm Plant of Stafford, currier, £25.

Apprenticeship was the system of training for a skilled trade. It was maintained by guilds in mediaeval
times and received sanction with the passing of the Statute of Apprentices in 1563 which stated that 2
uniform term of seven years apprenticeship should be served as a condition to practice a trade under a
master responsible for them. Such a boy was not free 1o marry until he was twenty four, or 1o set up in
business or hire himself as a journeyman. However the marriage ban was later amended to apply during
apprenticeship.

There were different types of apprentices: some were younger sons of gentlemen; some paupers or orphans
placed by the parish with crafismen; some private arranged by mutual agrecment, as listed above, with 2
two part indenture drawn up, one half retained by the Master and the other given to the apprentice.

The age of apprenticeship varied but was usually started between the ages of thirteen and seventeen.

In 1710 & tax in the form of stamp duty was placed on indentures, this tax remaining in force until 1810,

With the repeal of the Apprentices Act in 1814 apprenticeships declined and many apprentices had no legal
agreement. The more skilled trades managed to retain their apprentices bul often with inferior training.
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Twenty vears later obligatory apprenticeship ceased and tradesmen no longer had Lo belong 1w a company.
However the principle of apprenticeships continues today, though in a much more informal nature.

R N R R R Y R R R R R R R ]

JOE PLANT - JOCKEY
Wanted — information on Joe Plant - Jockey pre World War 1

Whilst researching another subject I came across a reference to a Joe Plant who apparently had somewhat
of a chequered career as a jockey prior to the First World War.

During his racing career he weighed under 7 stone and had an impressive record of wins inciuding

Cesarewitch in 1909 on Submit

Lincolashire Handicap in 1910 on Cinderelio
Stewards Cup in 1908 on Elmstead

Victoria Cup in 1910 on Senseless

In a book entitled ‘Memories of Jack Fairfax’ and contained in a chapter dealing with the doping of horses I
found the following: - .

“The Hon. George Lambton brought the whele doping business to a head in 1903, He told his
brother, Lord Dunham, then a Jockey Club member that he was going to expose the growing
practice by doping a horse called Folkestone. He took this course to force the Jockey Club to take
action. George Lambton said of Folkestone, ‘He was always last in a race, and was one of the
biggest rogues in training. I first ‘doped’ him in a trial and he astounded me. He jumped off in
front and won in a canter ™ Again ‘doped’ Folkestone was sent to Pontefract where he easily beat
a field of twelve and nearly went round again before Jockey, Joe Plant, could pull himup. Tt was a
selling race and Bob Robson bought Folkestone for 120 guineas. Ile was laier rather sore thai
Lambton ~ with whom he had often ridden as an amateur — had not told him that the horse had
been ‘doctored’. AfRlerwards Folkestone was send hurdling and won a small race or two,

Joe Plant - the Pocket Hercules — gave up riding after the First World War, Later he had a part in
a racing film. I saw him at Warwick races some years later, He then had no idea that the winner
he rode at Pomtefract had been deped.”

1 subsequently contacted the National Horseracing Museum who confirmed hus list of winners and said that
according to their records he was born on 8" November 1882 but did not know where. So 1 looked at the
GRO records for the Dec, (Qtr, 1882 and found two possibilities — one in Newport, Shropshire and the other
in Northwich, Cheshire, However, the GRO at Southport have informed me that neither reference show the
required birth date.

There is one other bit of information that the Racing Museum passed on which may be some use
Apparently Joe had a nephew, Donald Garth Plant, also a jockey who rode from 1958 to 1973, Bom at
Liverpool on 22™ May 1941 he rode only a few winners, the first in 1061 before setting up as a trainer in
1974 at Willaston Stud, Wirral, Cheshire. In 1965 he married Hazel Earnshaw and, according o the 1976
Directory of the Turf, had a son, Michael, and a daughter, Michele.

Here the trail goes cold — enquiries at Willaston Stud brought no results nor is there any further references
in any books on racing that [ have looked at. However, there must be something somewhere and 1 would

love to find out mare about his career in racing

If anybody has any suggestions, please contact me.
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EXTRACTS FROM PALMERS INDEX TO THE TIMES
The [ollowing information has been forwarded by Brad Scott Member No 171

22 August 1836

Summer Assizes, Chester, Friday, August 19

Crown Court (Before Lord Dienman)

Shocking Murder by Poisoning

Louisa Plant, aged 17, and Thomas Birchenough, aged 22, stood indicted for the murder of Edward Plant at
Macclesfield.

The prisoners had cohabited as man and wife; the female was a pretty modest-looking woman, and neatly
attired; the male prisoner was also respectably clad. Neither of them exhibited any particular emotion on
being placed at the bar, but pleaded “Net guilty” in an audible voice.

The witness on both sides were ordered out of gourt,

The Atiomey-General (with whom was Mr Townshend) appeared for the prosecution, Mr R G Temple
defended Louisa Plant and Mr Cottingham and Mr Dunn appeared for Birchenough.

The Attorney-General stated the case to the jury. The charge, he said, against Louisa Plant, the prisoner at
the bar, by the indictment they had just heard read, was that of administering a deadly poison, called white
arsenic, to one Edward Plant, by which she killed and murdered him. The charge against the male prisoner,
Birchenough, by the first count in the indictment, was for aiding, assisting, and comforting Loyisa Plant
during the time of such administralion. There were other counts charging both parties with administering
that poison, and killing Edward Plant, the deceased. This was a case of the highest importance, and from
the crowded state of the court, he perceived it had occasioned great excitement, but he entreated them io
dismiss from their minds every word which they had heard respecting it out of that court, and find their
verdict on the evidence which he should lay before them. That was a case of highly penal nature, and it
demandcd their best attention. He should lay before them the cvidence in the case, and if they were
satisfied that the prisoners, both the prisoners, or either of them, were guilty of the charge imputed to them,
however painful to their feelings, it would be their duty to convict them. ¥, however, they had a reasonable
doubt as 1o their guilt, then it was egually their duty te acquit them Having made these preliminary
observations, the learned gentleman stated the facts of the case as they wers afterwards given in evidence.
He then called

Mrs Ann Burrowes, examined by Mr Townshend. s the wife of James Burrowes, who is a labourer, living
in Poole Street, Sutton, a township adjoining Macclesfield. Louisa Plant came to lodge with her about five
months before this happened. She had a child at the time, which was then just turned four months old. Its
name was Edward Plant, She knew the prisoner, Thomas Birchenough but she ever suffered him to visit
her house. She had seen them together several times in the street, and sometimes in the yard, She had seen
him very severe with her, and slap her in the face. He was very wrath when she asked him to pay for the
child, which she had by him. She remembered one night Louisa Plant being very much distressed. This
was after Birchencugh had slapped her. She was distressed through his ill usage. She recollected her
taking up the child, and sitting with it on her knee, and afler lookiag at it some time very much troubled,
she said, “T have nothing, nothing but trouble of mind; if the Lord would take my baby, never, never would
I go in that man’s company any more. If it had only 2 pennyworth it would soon be gone.” Arsenic she
said. After that she went to bed lamenting very much. At another time, one Sunday evening, she said she
had seen the girl who had a child which was very poarly, and who told her that if she would give her child
what the girl had given to her’s, she would soon get shut of it. That was about five weeks before this
happened. The child was generally very well. She (witness) nursed it while the prisoner was at her
employment at the factory. On Wednesday, the 13 of April, wilness was at home, when the prisoner came
in by the font door about 25 minutes to | o’clock. She had put the child inte its little chair, and the
prisoner took it up and sat down with it in a chair, She then took the child up stairs. The foot of the stairs
comes to the back door. The door was open at that time, She was absent about two minutes. When she
came down the child was sick. She said to her sister. “Janc, what has Louisa been doing to her child?”
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And afterwards 10 the prisoner she said, “Louisa, what have you been doing Lo your child?” and she said,
“Nothing ™ She then laid hold of the child’s head as the prisoner had it on her arm, and saw its mouth all
over the upper lip covered with a white powder. She looked at it and took some on her finger, and then
exclaimed, "My God, my Geod, Louisa, what hast though given #?” and she said again “Nothing.” She
pressed on her with many angry words to tell her what she had given i, and she persisted in denying thai
she had given it anything The sickness went off it a little; she had it then in her arms, and went and fixed
herself against the kitchen door. She said nothing to the child that she (witness) heard. She kept it while
she got her dinner. At dinner she put the child to her breast, but it did not suck. At five minutes past *
o’clock she cut her “baggin ™ and at ten minutes past 1 she went to her employment. Before she went the
child began to throw up, but she took no further notice of it than Jooking at it. The sickness continued wll 3
o'clock; then it sbated. Socon after it returned. Witness’s husband came home at 5 ¢'clock, and then Mr
Bland, surgeon was sent for.

Cross-examined by M Cottingham. — She heard her go up stairs. Did not hear her conversing with anybody
in the yard,

Jane Mayers, examined by the Attorney-General. — This witness confirmed the testimony of her sister, the
last witness.

Isagc Harrop, druggist, of Macclesfield, examined by Mr Townshend, proved that he sold the white arsenic
to the female prisoner, properly labelled “Arsenic — Poisen!” in white paper. He could not tell whether it
was on (ood Friday of the following Saturday.

George Thorpe, examined by the Attorney-General, — Was present on Saturday evening, the 2™ of April, in
the last witness's shop, when Louisa Plant came in. She asked for a pennyworth of arsenic. Mr Harrop
asked if she was going to poison herself, and she said “No, she was not tired of her life yet; it was not for
herself, it was for another person to poison rats and mice with” Mr Harrep cautioned her to be careful in
using it. He saw her go about 13 yards from the shop to the comer of a building, where she put out her
hand containing the paper, and a man’s arm clothed in fustian was put out to receive it. It was at the end of
Windmill-bridge; it was the road leading to where Anne Burrowes lives.

Mr W Locket, Sergeant-at-Mace at Macclesfield, examined by Mr Townshend. He caused Louisa Plant to
be apprehended on this charge on this charge, and saw her after in the Lockups; she was in much distress,
and said, “Oh my child, my child, what have I done? Do you think I shall be transported?” She said she
had nobody to take her part, and if her mother had been living she should not have been there. Nothing
further passed then: he saw her again about 11 the same night, and cautioned her as to some questions be
was going to ask her; he cautioned her that she might either answer or not, as she liked. He said to her
“Where did you gei the powder from you were seen to give the child at your lodgings?” “I have neves
given i anything ” she immediately said. He had made some inguiries and heard that she had given it
something. She said she had nover bought any thing. In answer to a question she said she had a
sweetheart, Thomas Birchenough, and that he lived in George’s Street. He then went away, and caused
Birchenough to be apprehended that night. He saw Louisa Plant next morning in the yard of the Lockups;
that was Thursday, the 14", He asked her whether Birchenough gave the child anything. Afier some fime
she said he did give it something, as he said, to do the child good  She appeared (then very much confiised.
She said he told her, if she would not give it something, he would stick a knifs into her. He sent for
Birchenough to the place where she was. On their being brought together, witness cautioned him. He said
very likely something would be said against him, and therefore he had better be cautious. He then asked
Louisa if she would repeat in Birchenough’s presence what she bas said before, and she did repeat it. He
denied it, and denied ever seeing her at all. He saw them together again on Friday; he had made inquiries
in the mean time. He asked Louisa if she knew Harrop’s shop: she said she did, and in answer to 2
question whether that was the shop where she bought the arsenic, she said it was something else that she
asked for, but the man in the shop said that he had other poisonous drugs to kill rats. She turned round o
Birchenough and said — “You was with me when 1 bought it, and gave me a penny to buy it with; you stood
at the corner, and I gave you the paper.” She said it was the same stuff that he (Birchenough) put on the
child’s tongue on the Wednesday at noon, in the vard where she lodged. Birchenough replied *It"s all false,
T was not there that day.”
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Cross examined by Mr Cottingham. — Birchenough denied all knowledge of # when they were together.
He did not caution him the second (ime they were together The witness was cross-cxamined at great
length, in the course of which he said that Birchenough was discharged by the coroner.

Cross-examined by Mr Temple. — Her lamentation appeared to be about her child; she cried, “Oh, my child,
my child.”

Re-examined. — Apprehended the prisoner again immediately on being discharged by the coroner.

Mrs Ann Burrowes recalled, and examined by Mr Cottingham. — When she came in the child was sitting in
the chair, and she took it up and gave it the breast. Did not see her take it out of the house at that time; she
gave 1t the breast and went up stairs. Witness heard her go up the stairs, and into the kitchen. The door
was open, witness’s face was towards the stairs, but she did not sec her go out. She saw her go and put her
foot on the bottom of the step, and heard her g up the stairs. I have heard that a spoon was found upon
her; I did not find it upon her, nor was it found in my presence. 1 saw it produced on the 16" in the
possession of one of the men at the office. It was a teaspoon, and belonged to me. Never told (askel that
she found a spoon in the woman's dress.

Peter Cotterill, examined by the Attorney-General, — Knows Mr Harrop’s druggist shop; lives near it in
Macclesfield, within ghout 30 or 40 yards, Harrop’s shop is on the opposite side of the street; knows
Birchenough, and has known him many years. He saw the prisoners coming up the street together, on the
evening after Good Friday, between 5 and 6 o’clock. They were coming up the strect towards Mr Harrop's
shop. Ie saw Birchenough put his hand as though he gave her something; they were then very near
Harrop's shop; she went in.  After waiting in the street a short time about the shop, Birchenough went
towards the bridge-end, and stood at & door in the comer. Soon after she came out with a little light-
coloured paper parcel in ker hand. He held out his hand, and she gave it to him. He had a velveteen jacket
on. They then went together over the bridge, in the direction of Pool Street where Burrowes lives.

Thomas Hooley, examined by Mr Townshend — Corroborated the statement of the last witness as to
Birchenough’s being at the Windmill-bridge between 5 and 6 ¢’clock on the Saturday evening after Good
Friday.

Samuel Rayner, examined by the Attormey-General. — Has known Birchenough many years; saw him on the
13" in Pickford Street, which is not more than two or three minutes’ walk from Pool Street; about 400 or
300 yards off. Tt was a few minutes past 12 o’clock; a voung woman was with him; they were standing
still.

Joseph Acton, examined by Mr Townshend, ~ Lives next door to Mrs Ann Burrowes, in Pool Street. Saw
Louisa Plant on Wedncsday, the 13" of April, near the back door where she lodged, in the yard, about five
1o seven minutes afler the bell of Powell's factory had ruag 12 Their bell rings later than the bells at the
other factories. There were two passages leading from that yard, one to the street leading to Powell’s
factory. Tt was an open vard,

Samuel Wright examined by Mr Townshend. — Is a joiner and lives at Sutton. Has known the prisoners by
sight some time. On Wednesday, the 13" of April, saw them tLogether about five or seven minutes past 12,
Powell’s bell had been ringing; they were within two vards of Mrs Burrowes™s front door; they were
standing still, talking together; they stood about 12 or 14 vards from an entry leading to the yard.

Jesse Cape, examined by Mr Townshend. — Is a weaver at Sutton, and lives in the vard adjcining
Butrowes’s house; has known Birchenough by sight many years, knows Louisa Plant. On the Wednesday
the 13%, in the dinner hour, perhaps half-past 12, he saw Birchenough come alone into the vard, and go into
a necessary. That is four or five yards [fom Burrowes's back door.

Cross-examined by Mr Cottingham. ~ There were several conveniences in that yard, and factory people
somelimes went to them.

49



Mary Acton, examined by Mr Townshend. — Remembered being in the yard on the Wednesday, at dinner
time, and saw Rirchencugh there. He came from the direction of the petiy, and went towards the entry, and
she saw him afler coming from the entry into Pool Street.  Afier that she heard a scolding at Burrowes's,
and at that time she saw Louisa standing at the back door.

Jane Plant, examined by the Attorney-General — Saw Louisa Plant at noon of the day on which she was
apprehended at the back door; she had a child with her.

Mr James Bland, a surgeon at the Macclesfield Dispensary. — Was called in to the child about 7 o'clock
the evening He found the child quite cold; it was not dead, but was livid throughout the body; the
countenance was much distorted, and there was froth at the mouth. He remained with it ten minutes, and
then it died. From chemical tests, which he applied to the stomach and bowels after death, he discovered
white arsenic, which he was of the opinion had caused death,

A witness who was present at the Lockups before examination heard Birchenough's attorney ask him
whether he was present when the stuff was bought, and he said he was, and it was marked “Arsenic —
poison,” and was in white paper. Louisa Plant heard what was said.

This was the case for the prosecution.

Mr Cottingham then tock an objection to the indictment, which was supported by Mr Dunn, but his
Lordship overruled it, and the prisoners were called upon for their defence. Louisa Plant said, “I’ll leave it
to ray counsel”™ Birchenough said, “1 don’t know anything about the concern.”

Henry Houseland and another witness called for the defeace, deposed that the witness Thorpe was with
them on Saturday night, the 2™ April from 5 o’clock to 20 minutes past 7.

Another witness saw them together. They were collecting for a sick club between 5 and 6 o'clock. Other
witnesses swore that Birchcnough came to their houses on the Saturday night, the 2™ of April, between 5
and 6 o’clock, to deliver coals; he was a dealer in coals. Amnother witness was called to prove that she saw
TLouisa Plaat about 5 minutes past 12 af noon, on the 13" in Pickford Street, and accompanicd her to within
a short distance of Burrowes’s house, One witness also stated that Mrs Burrowes teld her Louisa Plant had
asked her to get Jesse Cope to say he saw Birchenough in the yard that day (this Mrs Burrowes denied in
her cross-examination), and that Cope said he know nothing about it.

Mr John Holbrock, solicitor of Macclesfield, was emploved by the prisoner’s brother to defend him before
the magistrates, and had several interviews with him in the Lockups. But no such conversation ever passed
between him and Birchenough as had been stated; he never was told by Birchenough that he was present
when the poison was purchased, & c.; nor did he tell him, as Louisa Piant had said in her statement to the
magistrates, that he must stick te it that he had nothing to do with it, and that they would have no hoid of
him. In his cross-examination he said that Birchenough always denied any knowledge of it, and called
imprecations on his head if he had.

several witnesses were then called o Birchenough's character, and they said he was & very humane man,
for anything they knew to the contrary.

His Lordship commenced summing up at three minutes past 6, and was occupied until 18 minutes past 7.
The female prisoner, who had been accommodated with a chair in the dock, appeared to grow gradually
faint, and great part of the time, which was occupied by the summing up she, appeared unconscicus of
everything around her. A female attendant applied, throughout the whole of the trial, a botile of saits, and
supported her on the chair. The male prisoner remained unchanged till the last.

The jury consulted in the bax for about 40 minutes, and then retumed a verdict of Guilty against Louisa
Plani, and said they found Birchenough guilty as an accessory; they believed that he was with her when she
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purchased the poison. Iis Lordship told them, that under the circumstances. that was a verdict of acquitlal
on that indictment. There was however, another indictment, on which his Lordship ordered him to be tried.

‘The jury recommended the female prisoner to mercy,

The indictment on which they were not armaigned charged Louisa Plant with murdering Edward Plant, and
Thomas Birchenough with being an accessory before the fact. When he was called upon to plead, Mr
Cottingham submitted te the Court, that as the defendant had been acquitted of being a principal, aiding and
assisting Louisa Plant in committing the felony and murder, and as the jury negatived that averment by
finding a verdict of not guilty, the prisoner could not now be tried as an accessory before the fact, as the
first offence being a principal included his being an accessory before the fact, in support of his objection he
cited 1 Hale, 626,

Mr Dunn followed on the same side.

The Lord Chief Justice inquired whether the prisoner intended to put in the plea of antrefois acquit.
Mr Cottingham said he did, and he pleaded it pre temus.

The Attomney-General then demurred, and

The Lord Chief Justice overruled the plea, but said, in deference to the opinion of Lord Hale, he should
reserve the point for the consideration of the Judges.

The case was then proceeded with, and Louisa Plani was permitted to retire, she having been before
convicted, The evidence adduced was the same as that given on the previous trial, and therefore it is
unnecessary to repeat it. After the case had been gone through,

Mr Dunn submitted that there was no case to go to the jury to support the indictment for procuring the
arsenic and giving if {0 the woman to administer to the child, as the evidence, if true, was, that after she got
the arsenic she gave it to him, and there was no evidence to show that he gave it to her again.

The Lord Chief Justice said he would take a note of the objection, and give the prisoner the benefit of it
before the Judges, but would not stop the case.

The summing-up cccupied his Lordship 50 minutes, and the jury then, after a short consultation, returned a
verdict of Guilty,

His Lordship then ordered seatence of death to be recorded against the female prisoner, without causing her
again to be placed at the bar, he said, under the circumstances, and in consideration of the strong
recommendation of the jury, and considering her vouth and the unfortunate connexion which she had
formed, he should not pronounce sentence of death upon her, but have the sentence recorded, and
recommend some commutation to the Crown,

Birchenough was then asked what he had to say why sentence should not be pronounced upon him that he
die according to the law, to which he replied, “T dan’t know anything about it,”

The learned Judge having explained to the unfortunate man, that had it not been in deference to the opinion
of T.ord Hale, he should have ordered him to be executed with as little delay as murderers usually are
allowed, said that “The sentence which 1 have to pronounce will not be carried into immediate effect, but it
is my duty to pronounce it now, and you have no reason for the slightest hope that when the matter has
been discussed vou will not pay the forfeit of your life. The sentence of the Court upon you is, that vou be
taken from hence Lo the place from whence you came, and [rom thence to some place of execution, and that
there you be hanged by the neck until you are dead, that your body be then buried within the precincts of
the prison, and may God have mercy on your soul.”

51



The prisoner, with tears in lis eyes, said, “And God will have mmercy on me for what 1 know about it,” and
was proceeding to say something efse, when he was led away by the officers

The above case concluded the business of the assizes.
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SUPPLEMENT

Plants extracted from 1881 Census for Middlesex, England.
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LATE AMENDMENTS
Add eamail
Michael Plant - Member No 6 conpil address plant inhat evertigivopensworid vom
Amend e-ninil
Dy Ruth Plamt — Member Noo 187 - comatl addross rudleitzsl der s ae uk
New Address

v

AWrs Adice Bovesn Mercer - Member Moo 74 P Stewart Place. Barragk Tipd
Mew Bourth Wales, Avairalia

Add e-mpil

Mr Graham Wingtiold - Member Mo 145 - conail address MiidgkGraliamyy

Amend Members Iniorpss

V3e Sevenosks. Antrobus, Cheshirert 7o Prroath

My Giranant Winp!



